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MOTTOS 
“But all living things are family, and one cannot live without the other.”  
(Billie Wind) 
“… Human beings fit anywhere. We can make ourselves comfortable in ice and 
sun, on the sea and on the land. But the birds and spiders and fish and otters 
and panthers cannot. So will they pass away as we change the Earth?”  
(Billie Wind) 
“Your heart is precious, so take care of it. It may be able to forgive 
unconditionally, but don’t exhaust it by surrounding yourself with those who 
constantly do you wrong….”           
 (Najwa Zebian) 
“When you finish at one point, you still need to fight at another. Life is full of 
struggle every single time” 
(Om) 
“I keep my spirit for you and so do you. I am here waiting for you” 
(Ibuk) 
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ECOLOGICAL CONSCIOUSNESS IN J. C. GEORGE’S THE TALKING 
EARTH: AN ECOCRITICAL STUDY 
by 
Denis Ayu Saputri 
13211144005 
 
 
ABSTRACT 
This research is an ecocritical study that has two objectives; to reveal the 
kinds of ecological consciousness and to identify the ways of the ecological 
consciousness portrayed in J. C. George’s The Talking Earth. The research applies 
ecocriticism theory, ecological consciousness theory proposed by Bannan-Watts 
(2009) and by Chang (2002), and literary elements of children’s literature by 
Luken, Smith, & Coffel (2013). 
This research was analyzed qualitatively by using content analysis method 
to examine the data. The main data of the research were in the form of sentences 
related to the kinds of ecological consciousness and the ways of the ecological 
consciousness portrayed in the novel. Furthermore, the instruments of the research 
were the researcher herself and data sheets. To obtain trustworthiness, the 
researcher involved three students and an expert in English literature study 
program to check the validity of the data.  
 This research reveals that there are four kinds of ecological consciousness 
in The Talking Earth: (1) understanding the essence of nature, (2) showing 
concern to the condition of nature, (3) understanding the interdependence between 
living beings and nature, and (4) knowing the way nature speaks. In addition, 
there are four literary elements used by the writer to portray ecological 
consciousness in the novel. Those are character, setting, point of view, and theme. 
Ecological consciousness can be depicted through the character’s action, speech, 
and the author’s comment. Meanwhile, setting as symbol portrays the essence of 
forest as a home for many living beings. Moreover, omniscient point of view is 
used by the author to narrate the story and to give additional information. Lastly, 
explicit theme is revealed in the story to show many significant insights. All in all, 
this research discovers that ecological consciousness is strongly embodied in The 
Talking Earth into four kinds. The emergence of four literary elements in the 
novel supports the portrayal of ecological consciousness. As a result, The Talking 
Earth can be one of storybooks in fulfilling the need of children to grow their 
awareness toward their surroundings in order to know and understand the 
environmental sustainability. 
  
Keywords: Ecocriticism, ecological consciousness, literary elements of children’s 
literature, J. C. George’s The Talking Earth 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
A. Background of the Study 
Working in a space station, a father shares his worry to his daughter that the 
Earth cannot be their home anymore because the Earth is degrading, and they 
must find another planet to dwell. He says, “We may need to move off the Earth 
someday. We are polluting this planet with chemicals and radiation from atomic 
weapon and nuclear reactor. Mankind is forcing mankind out into space to find 
another planet” (George, 1983: 20). The father admits that humans are the ones 
who must to be blamed because of humans’ activities that pollute the environment 
with chemicals and radiation. The father has awareness toward how bad the crises 
occur so he assumes that in the future, humans may need to move to another 
planet. The perceptions show that the father has a deep concern to the condition of 
the environment, and admits that humans are the main reason the crises occur. 
The father’s concern reflects the reality of humans’ action toward their 
environment. Humans exploit nature without considering a fact that the resource 
of nature will be run out and destroyed (Chang, 2002: 92). Humans bring changes 
to their environment. The way humans consume nature is the way humans destroy 
nature. Excusing themselves through the idea of fulfilling their needs, humans 
continue to decrease the quality of nature by exploiting and polluting it. Many 
areas cannot be inhabited anymore for flora and fauna that affect to the loss of 
species and diversity. What worse is that human population keeps increasing, and 
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every single individual needs natural resources to fulfill his or her needs. A 
critical question emerges that is whether humans and the Earth are ready to 
confront tremendous challenges because of the booming population with the ways 
human thoughtlessly and unwisely use nature. 
Indonesia is one of the countries that have felt the challenges through the 
destructive impacts of the increasing population. The country becomes the 
world’s third largest emitter of greenhouse gases that contributes to global climate 
change (Measey, 2010: 31). In 1980 to 2006, the Indonesian’s population has 
been increasing for over 220 million, and 65 percent the land covered by the 
forest has been decreasing to 45 percent from the total land (Measey, 2010: 33). 
The data shows that the increasing population affect to the increasing human 
activities. The impacts of greenhouse gases which cause climate change give 
remarkable influences in many aspect of the country such as Indonesia’s 
economy, population, human health and especially the damage of environment. 
Recently in 2017, India replaces Indonesia’s position as the third largest 
emitter of greenhouse gases after China and United States (Hanzalaaman, 2017). 
Similar to Indonesia, the number of people influences on the increasing of 
human’s activities in India. As a country with the second largest population in the 
world, various environmental problems has engulfed in India. One of them is air 
pollution. Because of this pollution, New Delhi, Indian’s capital city, is notorious 
as the most polluted city on the Earth according to CCN reported by Griffiths 
(2016). In November 2017, Wu from CNN reports that based on the research of 
Berkeley Earth science, breathing in New Delhi is as equal as smoking 44 
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cigarettes in a day. Some experts state that the pollution is the combination of all 
activities that produces smog including crop burning, garbage fires, and vehicle 
exhaust (Wu, 2017).  
From these two cases, it can be said that many human activities abuse the 
environment that causes on its damage. Moreover, not only Indonesia and India, 
Florida also portrays environmental degradation as the result of human activities 
(Chimney & Goforth, 2001). In 1900s, early settlers and land developers 
interfered the balance of the Everglades ecosystem as the result of urban 
development, water pollution, and drainage of wetlands. They drained the wetland 
and dug canals in order to create railroads and buildings that took the place of 
native habitats. This is because the early settlers and land developers see the 
everglades as an uninhabited area. They ignore the fact that the Everglades 
ecosystem is a home for rare and exotic wildlife since the area is dominated by a 
vast subtropical wetland (Chimney & Goforth, 2001: 93). Schade-Poole & Moller 
(2016: 4) conveys that  many animals and plants lose their native habitants due to 
those activates. As the result, 50 % of the everglades wetland is no longer exist 
anymore, and 90 % of wading birds population has decreased.     
The issues above shows that humans still lack of ecological consciousness.   
Ecological consciousness is needed for humans to prevent their actions from 
destroying environment, and open their eyes to the real condition of the 
environment. Chang (2002: 97) gives the same statement that the crises on the 
environment depend on humans’ ecological consciousness. Humans need to 
notice that there is an interdependence between human and nature. Human must 
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keep the flourish of nature to protect nature, and save themselves so it can be 
sustained. Ecological consciousness leads people to be aware to the essence of 
nature and its problem to resort nature to its original quality for the benefit of 
nature as well as humans. By having ecological consciousness, humans will 
understand that keeping the flourish of nature is not only to provide humans’ 
needs but also an attitude to respect the existence of many nonhuman beings that 
deserve to have a good life in the Earth.  
Regarding to the need to have ecological consciousness, children are the 
right agent to have it. Firstly, children are the future generation that will 
responsible and maintain the sustainable ways of life (Budiharto, 2016: 352). 
Secondly, teaching children about sustainability and environmental issues is a 
right decision as they have open mind and routine rather than adults who have 
ingrained habit (Medress, 2008: 5). Thirdly, environmentalism is a must to do for 
every member of society. It means that the changes must be done in collective 
efforts which include children to participate as well (Gitau in Makwanya & Dick, 
2014: 11). That is why growing ecological consciousness in children is a must to 
save what is left from the Earth, and begin to nurture them with values that 
support a sustainable life for the sake of humanity and the well-being of the Earth.  
From the three points above, children have a position as important as adults 
in preventing environmental problem. Caring environment is also a mandatory 
task for children. As a result, having ecological consciousness can be said as 
children’s struggle to participate their part in saving their planet because their 
consciousness has a great influence for the future of the Earth. How children 
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behave with animal and tree is the result of their awareness to maintain the 
balance of ecosystem. As Medress (2008: 5) believes, the way children behave 
toward their environment is how the Earth is going to be in the future. 
Literature is an effective way to teach and introduce children to ecological 
issues. By reading and interpreting books that carry pedagogical values, literature 
exposes children with numerous phenomena that reflect realistic phenomena. 
Through its literary elements, those phenomena encourage children to understand 
ecological issues, and help them to grow consciousness, and their consciousness 
leads to engagement for taking care of nature. In line with Nodelman and Reiner 
(2003: 57), gaining knowledge reflected in a story can be done by identifying 
character, setting, theme, plot, point of view and so on. As a result, revealing how 
the issues portrayed is also the way children learn ecological issues. This can be 
said that children’s literature has a great contribution to be one of the disciplines 
that grow ecological consciousness which cultivate children’s mind with 
ecocentric values. 
In relation to the children’s role toward environment, children’s literature 
holds a crucial part to be a mediator to kindle ecological consciousness. Teaching 
ecological issues through a storybook can save humanity regarding to the power 
of storybook. Moral values of children’s book at first are aimed to save children, 
and now it is for saving the whole planet’s lives (Pollack in Medress, 2008: 5). A 
storybook, as it is believed, can be a vehicle for children to understand sustainable 
lifestyle. Moreover, it has a strong capacity in shaping children’s attitude since it 
is regarded as a special site for ideological effect (Stephen, 1992:3). In creating 
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children’s book, a children’s book writer purposefully inserts set of assumptions 
and beliefs explicitly and implicitly regarding to some cultural values which the 
writer believes. The values can be seen from the predominance of fables and 
fantasy story in children’s literature which depicts the relationship between 
children and nonhuman beings such as a child character that has relation with a 
talking animal character. From this depiction, some writers want to illustrate 
ecological consciousness through the concept of the interrelatedness of humans 
and nature, or through the idea of harmonious life among the Earth’s dwellers.  
The Talking Earth written by Jean Craighead George published in 1983 is 
one of children’s books that bring ecological consciousness as its topic. As a 
naturalist writer, George’s works have been praised by many critics due to its 
detailed and poetic description of animals, their habitats and the concern for 
natural environment (Harris & Abbey, 1997: 73). Moreover, Dougherty (1992: 
172) in the journal entitled Reading The Talking Earth with Middle School 
Student mentions this novel is a great example for the fulfilment of the need of 
young people to be aware with the environmental problem. Both American 
Library Association (ALA) and The New York Times give their review to The 
Talking Earth as a children’s book that successfully brings conservatives massage 
about how precious the Earth as well as the environment are. What most 
important is that The Talking Earth depicts many kinds of ecological 
consciousness through the author’s narration and the characters’ understandings in 
the novel. 
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The Talking Earth tells an adventure story of Billie Wind, as the main 
character, in a wilderness of Everglades forest. As a twelve-year-old Native 
American girl, Billie gets punish by her tribe because her doubt to the legend of 
talking animal gods and Seminole tradition. She must wander in Everglade forest 
to find the answers. On her journey, she discovers the history of Seminole tribe, 
the profound meaning of Seminole tradition and the legend of talking animal 
gods. Her discovery leads her to a better understanding about the condition of the 
environment and the essence of the Earth for all living beings as the manifestation 
of ecological consciousness that she has.  
As a children book that teaches children about environmental education, the 
researcher is motivated to reveal the kinds of ecological consciousness embodied 
in the novel that the author depicts during the main character’s journey in the 
wilderness of Everglades forest. Moreover, literary elements of the novel help the 
researcher to find the ways ecological consciousness portrayed in the novel.      
To reveal the issues, the researcher employs ecocriticism theory and 
ecological consciousness theory to show the significance of nonhuman beings and 
natural phenomena that depict the kinds of ecological consciouness presented in 
the story. Since The Talking Earth is children’s book, the researcher employs 
literary element theory of children’s literature to depict the ways ecological 
consciousness portrayed.  
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B. Research Focus 
 The researcher tries to unveil ecological consciousness embodied in the 
novel. The researcher finds the topic as a crucial topic to show that a children’s 
book consists of many kinds of ecological consciousness that can be a medium for 
children to develop their consciousness toward the condition of their environment. 
Children’s perceptions must be regarded as something serious because the way 
they think influence their attitude and the Earth’s future.   
 To limit the scope of the research, the researcher sets the study into two 
focuses. The first is the kinds of ecological consciousness depicted in the novel 
that can be seen from the narration of the characters and the author that reveal 
issues related the kinds of ecological consciousness. The second focus of the 
study is identifying the ways of the ecological consciousness is portrayed in the 
novel. The researcher analyzes literary elements that the author employs in the 
construction of the story to deliver ecological consciousness in the novel.    
 To analyze these two focuses, the researcher employs several theories 
related to ecological issues and children’s literature. The researcher applies 
ecocriticism theory combined with ecological consciousness theory. Moreover, 
the researcher also employs children’s literature theories to identify literary 
element of children’s literature and to combine ecocriticism study with children’s 
literature. According to the background and the focuses, the researcher formulates 
the problems in following questions:  
1. What are the kinds of ecological consciousness depicted in George’s The 
Talking Earth? 
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2. How is the ecological consciousness portrayed in the novel? 
 
C. Objectives of the Study 
Based on the formulation of the research questions, the objectives are as 
follows: 
1. to reveal the kinds of ecological consciousness depicted in the novel,  
2. to identify the ways of the ecological consciousness portrayed in the novel. 
 
D. Research Significance 
This research gives both theoretical and practical contribution for every 
element of society.  
1. The reasearch is theoritically expected to contribute in a study of ecocriticsm 
and children’s literature. Moreover, the researcher hopes that the research can 
be a reference for future researchers who undergo the same study.   
2.  The research practically, as the researcher expects, takes a part in providing 
information and deeper knowledge about ecological insights. From the 
finding and discussion, hopefully this research can be a reminder for every 
element of society about ecological problems and the importance of having 
ecological consciousness. Moreover, this research is expected to grow 
readers’ awareness about children’s perceptions since their perceptions 
influence their perspectives that influence their, behaviour especially in the 
environment. 
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CHAPTER II 
LITERATURE REVIEW  
A. Ecocriticism  
Ecocriticism is a study that emphasizes a relation which occurs between 
literature and environment especially the relation of the characters in the literary 
texts with their environment. Golfelty (1996: xvii) in Literary Study in Age of 
Environmental Crisis gives the same idea by defining it as “the study of the 
relationship between literature and physical environment.” Tosic (2006: 44) in 
Ecocriticism- Interdisciplinary Study of Literature and Environment defines 
ecocriticism as a study that concern “with the relationships between literature and 
environment or how man’s relationships with his physical environment are 
reflected in literature.” Therefore, from those definitions, ‘relationship’ is a key 
word that has a significant role on this study. 
The relationship with physical world can be meant as human’s interaction 
with nonhuman. Nonhuman here includes rock, soil, tree, plant, river, animal, air 
as well as human modification (Scheese in Quick, 2004: 1). By focusing the 
analysis to those elements, ecocriticism is appropriately applied in a work which a 
landscape is a dominant character. It signifies the interaction between an author 
and a place, and character(s) and a place.  
Ecocriticism studies the interconnectedness of humans and the place where 
they live as one unity. Glotfelty (1996: xx) defines the word eco as the analogous 
to the science of ecology that delivers meaning as “interdependent communities, 
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integrated system, and strong connection among constituent part.” It means that 
ecocriticism shows the interdependence between human and nature.  
The ways of human interconnects to nature and vice versa can be seen 
through culture that reflects human’s ways of life. This can be said that 
ecocriticism is the study of the relationship between human culture and the 
physical world where these two affect one another especially in the cultural 
artifacts of literature and language (Glotfelty, 1996: xix-xx). Literature as a 
cultural product itself reveals human relationship to natural world, “not only 
exposing conventional attitudes but also providing alternative models for 
conceptualizing nature and its relation to human society” (Quick, 2004: 1).  
Thomas K. Dean in the annual meeting of Western Literature Association in 
1996 defines ecocriticism as a study of culture and the product of culture that 
humanistic employs to respond to the need of increasing awareness toward 
environmental crises by seeing its interconnectedness. On the other hand, Garrard 
(2004: 5-6) conveys that the environmental crises are scientific problems, and it 
requires scientific expertise rather than cultural analysis. Responding to the 
statement, ecocriticism transgresses its boundary and develops its own ecological 
literacy to define, explore and resolve the problems in more acceptable ways 
through cultural analysis. This is why ecocriticism seeks a transformative 
discourse that facilitates scholars to be able to see how culture and nature take 
place (Garrard, 2004: 4).  
Glotfelty (1996: xvii) positions ecocriticism like other literary theories such 
as feminism and marxism where both of them focus on the issues of gender and 
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economic class through language. While in ecocriticism,  this literary theory takes 
an Earth-centered approach that reveals on how nonhuman beings and the natural 
world are reflected on a text. By applying the concept of ecology in literature, 
ecocriticism seeks environmental matters by focusing a literary analysis on the 
representation of nature (Opperman, 1999: 29). 
Ecocriticism is a literary theory that tries to define, and understand nature 
through its signs. From natural phenomena, Lankford (2010: 16) draws a view 
that nature becomes a teacher, and readers become interpreters of the phenomena. 
He further mentions that a literary work that features with nature attempts to 
deliver the purpose of an author beyond the text. As a result, the author attempts 
to bring nature as alive, and has ability to speak clearly (Glotfelty as cited in 
Lankford, 2010: 16). Ecocriticism vocalizes the role of nature in how it coexists 
with human in various ways as a connecting system. It also reveals humans’ 
position on nature and humans’ realization toward their position. It is an approach 
to examine how deep humans understand toward their environment and the 
problems in it.  
Ecocriticism is one of literary theories that connects the study of literature 
with today’s environmental crises (Opperman, 1999: 30). Glotfelty (1996: xx) 
explains that humans are now in “the age of environmental limits.” An era when 
is the damages of the environment affects humans’ life as the consequences of 
their unwise actions. This is also humanities scholars’ effort to contribute to the 
environmental restoration by questioning point of view, meaning, tradition, value, 
and language in any literary works. Like any other environmentalism movements, 
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ecocriticism can be accurately described as literary environmentalism (Quick, 
2004: 2). In the application, ecocritics dismantles certain values that authors 
transmit in literature to contribute ecological thinking and bring ecological 
consciousness in the practice of literary criticism. 
 
B. The Notion of Ecological Consciousness  
Ecological consciousness is a term which many scholars use to refer to 
human’s awareness and understanding toward his/her environment. There are 
many scholars define the term of ecological consciousness. In this study, the 
researcher uses ecological consciousness theory proposed by Bannan-Watts 
(2009) and Chang (2002). 
1. Ecological Consciousness Proposed by Bannan-Watts (2009) 
Bannan-Watts (2009: 11) in her dissertation entitled Spiritual Ecological 
Consciousness towards Ecological Conversion explains that ecological 
consciousness emerges from a sense of environmental awareness. It is a basic 
understanding on the importance of good and service from nature for the life on 
Earth. At this point, people understand that soil, water, vegetation, forest, animal, 
and even the Earth are important for all creatures’ life to support their life 
necessity. Nature provides shelter, protection, substance, clothing and many 
others basic needs to maintain the needs of all living beings.  
Bannan-Watts also adds that ecological consciousness is “a sense of the 
interdependence and interconnectedness of all species on the Earth, with an 
appreciation of the multitude of ecosystems that support all life on the planet”. 
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This can be said that having ecological consciousness means understanding what 
most principles of ecology has been stated about the interdependence and 
interconnections of all species. Ecology believes humans as one species of Homo 
sapiens live together side by side with other species in a certain level of biological 
organization such as species, population, community and ecosystem (Vold & 
Buffett, 2009: 7). Interdependence between all species means that every species 
depends on each other to provide their needs. This can be seen from the feeding 
relationship or food chain between producers, consumers and decomposers 
(Wrights, 2008: 33). Each being needs each other including humans since they are 
at the top of food chain which make them to be the consumers of producers.  
Carson (in Drangson, Devall, & Schroll, 2011: 102) explains that because of 
this interrelatedness, humans need to respect all forms of life as the part of the 
whole biotic communities. She says that the well-being of humans also depends 
on the well-being of the whole biotic communities. This can be said that “if we 
harm the rest of nature then we are harming ourselves… everything is 
interrelated” (Devall & Session, 1985: 68). This connection between human and 
the environment signifies there is interdependency from both parties. Humans 
need nature to complete their life necessity, and in the same way nature needs 
humans’ consciousness to protect and keep it from its destruction.    
Ecological consciousness is awareness toward environmental problems that 
occur because of humans’ attitude to nature. Bannan-Watts (2009: 12) says 
“ecological consciousness is expressed as a deep empathy of the demise of the 
planet and accepts that the environment crisis is a consequence of ignorance and 
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insensitivity on the part of human beings.” This is an attitude that shows 
awareness to the crises that happen in the environment. A person who has this 
kind of awareness shows deep concern to the condition of the environment, and 
accepts that humans are the reasons why crises on an environment happen.  
A person who has ecological consciousness tends to consider his taken 
actions to keep the health of the environment. Bannan-Watts (2009: 12) further 
defines “it [ecological consciousness] is the knowledge that every action has a 
reaction that can upset the ecological balance for the health of the natural world.” 
Humans bring great changes and influences on nature. It obviously can be tracked 
from the way humans fulfill their need and interest. Humans often ignore that 
natural resources are limited and continue to consume nature for their own sake. 
Knowing those reactions, someone who has ecological consciousness tends to 
think before he or she acts, and consider that everything has consequences to the 
balance of nature. 
2.  Ecological Consciousness Proposed by Chang (2002) 
Chang (2002) in a journal entitled Environmental Crises and Ecological 
Consciousness defines ecological consciousness through the way humans change 
their view and behavior toward nature. Chang (2002: 97) mentions that “the 
solution of environmental crises depends on man’s ecological consciousness.” 
Basically, as Chang (2002: 3) mentions, there are two attitudes toward nature; 
human-centeredness and ecocentricism. Humans need to change their human-
centeredness to ecocentricism. In conclusion, a person who has ecological 
 29 
 
consciousness is a person who has attitude based on ecocentricism or, usually 
called as, ecocentric view.  
Human-centeredness positions humans at the center of the universe. From 
this view, humans have no responsibilities to river, wildflower, bear, even 
ecosystem. Instead, their duties are only for each other (Rolestone, 2003: 519). 
This view may regard nature as important as long as nature gives benefit to 
humans. From this assumption, humans tend to feel that they are superior and in 
charge position for the rest of the creatures. They feel that they are the master 
because they tend to see that nature is their object to be conquered (Chang, 2002; 
Leopold in Hailu, 2014). It can be said that humans tend to see nature as merely 
an object of natural resources.  
Taylor (1981: 211) in The Ethics of Respect to Nature mentions that humans 
tend to see themselves as superior being because they have unique characteristics 
than other beings such as “rational thought, aesthetic creativity, autonomy, self-
determination, and moral freedom.” These characteristics become the standard of 
capacities for humans to define them as superior since other beings (animals or 
plants for that matter) are lack of having those capacities. Furthermore, Manes 
(1995: 15-16) in Nature and Silence shows another example of humans’ 
superiority. He says that the ability of humans to speak brings a sense of 
superiority than other creatures. Manes (1995: 16) states that “nature is silent in 
our culture… in the sense that the status of being as a speaking subject is guarded 
as an exclusively human prerogative.” Humans tend to think that they are special 
than other beings, and the status of a speaking subject are only for those who have 
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privilege. Further, Foucault (in Manes, 1995: 16) claims being a speaking subject 
is “a regime of privilege speaker” that the words are taken more seriously rather 
than silent speakers such as women, children and, in this case, nature are 
considered as meaningless. Nature has become silence in humans’ culture which 
shifts “from voluble subject to a mute object” (1995: 17). As a consequence, 
exploitation toward nature occurs as humans tend to see nature as mere object. It 
leads to an idea that nature in humans’ perspective is commodity rather than 
community.  
In contrast, ecocentric view encourages people to care and respect nature 
regardless of their usefulness to humans. It acknowledges equality between 
humans and nature. Nature which is animals, plants, and lands also have the rights 
to have welfare like humans. They have right to flourish and blossom just like 
humans have opportunity to have a maximum satisfaction on the Earth. They have 
inherent worth like humans. Further, Naess (1995: 68) mentions that moral stance 
cannot be limited only for humans, yet it must be included to biosphere or to the 
ecosphere as a whole. It means that humans have obligation to protect nature 
which includes “individual, species, populations, habitat as well as human and 
nonhuman culture” (Naess, 1995: 68).  
Furthermore, ecocentricism sees that humans are not superior. It views 
humans as a member of ecosystem that has a similar position to other beings 
(Leopold in Hailu, 2014: 11). Like animals which act as consumers, humans also 
becomes consumers in the process of food chain. Leopold (in Hailu2014: 19) 
explains that in the process of food chain, soil is a fountain of energy. This energy 
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is transferred through biota (plant, animal, even human), and it will return in the 
soil after the biota is dead or broken down by decomposers. Therefore, it can be 
said that humans have no reason to feel that they are superior since they have the 
same position as a living medium who are part of the food chain in the ecosystem.  
Taylor (1981: 211) further states that to deny humans’ superiority, humans 
need to see the capabilities of other beings from their own good. He says “the 
speed of a cheetah, for example, is a sign of its superiority to humans when 
considered from the standpoint of the good of its species. If it were as slow a 
runner as a human, it would not be able to survive.” From this portrayal, in the 
aspect of running, humans are not superior since they are not as fast as the 
cheetah.     
Denying human superiority can be seen from the way humans see nature has 
ability to speak through its phenomena. Manes explains primal culture or 
“animistic culture” tends to see nature is able to speak. This is a world of 
autonomous speaker. Manes (1996: 16) further explains that beside human 
language, actually “there is also the language of birds, the wind, earthworms, 
wolves, and waterfall”. This is might appear as unscientific and irrational, yet 
Dahlbacka (2010: 41) claims the fact that there is “an angry lion, a thundering 
waterfall, or a 50 meter high ocean wave” leads people to understand that nature 
has its own way to show its signs, and convince that people need listening to 
nature. By admitting that nature has ability to speak through its own way, humans 
begin to eliminate their superiority. Furthermore, listening to nature is also part of 
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humans’ sensitivity to pay attention more, and be concerned toward their 
surroundings.  
Therefore, by judging other beings’ life from their position, humans try to 
bring their awareness that their existence in the world is not the most significance 
one. Other entities such as animal, plant, even the land also have the same 
position as the Earth dweller that need to be respected. In order to do so, humans 
begin to listen the voice of nature since nature has the ability to speak through its 
sign and movement.   
Ecological consciousness, as it is concluded from Bannan-Watts’ and 
Chang’s theory, comes from the basic level to the deeper level of humans’ 
awareness. It begins from the realization to the essence of nature that nature can 
fulfill living beings’ need. Then it moves to a sense of interdependence among all 
living beings with nature that all parties need one another because of the 
interaction in feeding relationship and the influence of human toward nature. 
Furthermore, this kind of relationship leads someone who has ecological 
consciousness understands not to be reckless because every action can directly 
give effects to the environment. At the deeper level, ecological consciousness 
leads people to have ecocentric perspectives, which view every entities as having 
a right to live and flourish, and establish equality between human and nonhuman 
beings. It rejects the superiority of humans that views humans in the same position 
as one of the members in ecosystem, and as Earth’s dwellers by seeing other’s 
being capabilities. From Bannan-Watts and Chang’s concept of ecological 
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consciousness, the researcher uses both theories in order to reveal the kinds of 
ecological consciousness.     
 
C. Children’s Literature  
As widely used among literary scholars, children’s literature has many 
definitions. Nodelman (2002: 1) defines “all the many kinds of poems and stories 
adults produce for audiences younger than themselves, from broad books for 
babies through picture books for toddlers and novel for adolescent are categorized 
as children’s literature.” From Nodelman’s statement, there are two points that 
can be understood. Firstly, this is obvious that the ones who create children’s 
literature are adult, from writers to publishers. Secondly, babies, toddler, and 
adolescents are considered as the readers of children’s literature. At this point, 
Nodelman sees that children’s literature is related to a group of text that has 
typical characteristics for and about children.  
Another definition conveys the same idea of Nodelman. Weinreich (in Rata, 
2014: 237) states, “I prefer to see children’s literature as a genre and by I mean 
‘genre’ I mean here a notion of a group of text characterized by recurrent 
features.” McDowell (in Hunt, 1991: 63) defines the characteristics of children’s 
literature as he says in generally children’s books portray active rather than 
negative treatment “with dialogue and incident [than] description…” One most 
important as he further says is that children’s books tend to be optimistic rather 
than depressive. From the definitions above, children’s literature is defined by its 
audience and characteristics of text. 
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Hunt (Luken, Smith & Coffel, 2013: 6) conveys another definition. He 
states children’s literature can give understanding and enjoyment or pleasure like 
adult’s literature with “[its] complexity, resonance, insight, wit and artistry.” 
Children’s literature has dual audience, and is written for this dual audience which 
is the adults who buy and prove of literature and the child who reads it. Further, 
“double nature” as Hunt mentions means, besides its audience, children’s 
literature is written by adults for children as adults imagine children to be. As 
literature gives pleasure for its audience, children’s literature is written for the 
pleasure of children.  
Giving similar pleasure and understanding, Lukens (1999:7) mentions that 
the differences between adult’s literature and children’s literature occur in its 
degree not in the kind. Children also seek pleasure like adult whenever they read a 
story. Yet their pleasure comes from different resources. This is because children 
have limited experiences than adults to understand the same complexity of an idea 
(Lukens, Smith, & Coffel, 2013: 7). 
In clarifying what children’s literature is, Hunt (1991: 61) says, “Children’s 
literature… can be defined as books read by, especially suitable for, or especially 
stratifying for, member of the group currently defined as children.” It means that 
children’s literature is closely related to children. Moreover, the books should be 
suitable for children, and stratify children’s needs for literature. Their needs can 
be based on their reading preference and interest (Hancock as cited in Kurnia & 
Hasni, 2016: 109).  
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In order to understand children’s literature deeply, readers need to have 
close attention to the literary elements of children’s books. This is because ideas, 
beliefs, or values of the writer can be absorbed through the literary elements. 
Moreover, in understanding a story, readers need to know the construction of the 
story from the literary elements as well. The readers can discover many issues 
from the story through, for examples, reading the character, experiencing plot, 
searching for theme or identifying focalizer or the point of view (Nodelman & 
Reiner, 2003). Therefore, it can be said that literary element can be an author’s 
tool to deliver and depict ecological consciousness in a novel.  
 
1. Literary Element of Children’s Literature  
Luken, Smith & Coffel (2013: 7) state literary elements of children’s 
literature include character, plot, setting, point of view, style, tone, and theme.  
a. Character  
Character is the collection of mental, emotional and social qualities that 
distinguish a person, and become the person’s personalities (Luken, Smith & 
Coffel, 2013: 113). In children’s literature, the term character means a person or 
sometime a personified animal and object which means each of living beings 
revealed in a story, play or poem. 
Writers have several ways in revealing character in children’s literature. 
There are by action, speech, appearance, others’ comment and author’s comment 
(Luken, 1999: 81-82).               
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1) By Action 
Some writers create a character in a story through actions to define his or 
her nature (Luken, 1999: 81). The action is what the character does, acts or 
responds to certain events in the story. From the way the character reacts, readers 
can understand the character’s personality. 
2) By Speech 
Beside action, writers build a character’s personality from what he says 
(Luken, 1999: 81). It means that his speech and the way he talks reveal his traits. 
Moreover, the words that he chooses show the character’s background and 
intellectual. 
   
3) By Appearance 
Physical appearance leads readers to determine a certain character (Luken, 
1999: 82). It can be seen from the size of body, the skin color, the dress she wears, 
and many more. Moreover, this is the way of the writer create a distinct character 
from other common characters which shows her uniqueness.  
4) By Others’ Comments  
Another way to determine a character personality is by learning from what 
other characters say and think about the character (Luken, 1999: 82). Other 
characters usually give speech and judgment over the character. It can be seen as 
their comments toward the character that helps readers to determine the 
character’s personality.   
5) By Author’s Comment 
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In several children’s books, an author directly gives description, explanation 
and comment to show the character (Luken, 1999: 82). These are usually happen 
in a story where the author is the narrator. Through his direct comment, the author 
helps readers to determine the characters’ traits.   
b. Plot 
Plot is the sequence of events showing characters in conflict (Luken, Smith 
& Coffel, 2013: 141). The sequence is an author’s privileges to reorder existence 
or rearrange event. From here, the author produces a plot which includes conflict, 
tension, and action that attract and hold readers’ interest (Luken, Smith & Coffel, 
2013: 142). 
 
c. Setting 
Writers create stories for children that set in a time and place which are 
described in some details (Luken, Smith & Coffel, 2013: 167). The elements of 
time and place are called setting. This is how the writers try to make readers 
understand the story by bringing awareness in a particular setting. Luken, Smith & 
Coffel (2013: 168) further explain that the writers reveal the setting through the 
physical description of the setting, the detail of what is present, and the looks, 
smells, feel and sound of the setting which give direct influence to character, 
conflict, and theme.  
In children’s literature, there are two types of setting: integral setting and 
backdrop setting (Luken, Smith & Coffel, 2013: 168). Integral setting occurs 
when action, character or theme in a story is influenced by time and place. 
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Integral setting is typically created in great detail and seen as an essential element 
since readers need closer attention to the setting in order to understand the story 
deeply and thoroughly. Meanwhile, backdrop setting may relatively less important 
because it does not influence the plot and the character of the story (Luken, Smith 
& Coffel, 2013: 170). This type of setting does not give specific details and is 
only needed so the scene can take place and be understood by readers, yet the real 
focus is on the events, the character’s thought or the conflict. 
Setting brings several functions in a story, yet not every story brings the 
same function (Luken, Smith & Coffel, 2013: 172). There are six functions of 
setting that usually occur in a story:   
1) Setting that Clarifies Conflict 
Setting can affect the conflict of the story when it gives detail place and 
time. It can be in any time such as past, present and future. When the setting has a 
function to clarify the conflict, the place and the time can define a kind of conflict 
that possible and probable occurs in a story (Luken, Smith & Coffel, 2013: 173).  
2) Setting as Historical Background 
Historical fiction is able to bring the past come alive. Through the place and 
time elements, writers try to bring readers to have a better understanding of life in 
another time (Luken, Smith & Coffel, 2013: 174). Events of the past where is 
politics, social movement, environmental concern or economics have affected 
human life. This is why the setting is crucial for historical fiction to bring the 
context of the surrounding historical event for readers. Description of language, 
dress, lifestyle and any other cultural concern need to be revealed accurately. For 
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this reason, readers especially the younger ones can distinguish the story setting 
and their own life setting (Luken, Smith & Coffel, 2013: 175).     
3) Setting as Antagonist 
Another function of setting is that it can be an antagonist in a story (Luken, 
Smith & Coffel, 2013: 176). It means the time and place can be a threat or big 
challenge for characters to struggle. Usually, setting as antagonist influences 
characters development that the characters develop their personalities through 
extreme condition of the setting.  
4) Setting that Illuminates Character 
This is obviously that when a setting influences a character then the setting 
is able to illuminate the personality of the character (Luken, Smith & Coffel, 
2013: 178). The setting is described in detail; therefore, readers can understand 
how the setting affects the character.  
5) Setting that Create Mood 
One function of setting is to create mood (Luken, Smith & Coffel, 2013: 
179). Setting sometime evokes cheerful, frightening, or sentimental mood that 
affect readers to create the feeling toward the story such as happy, lonely or 
majesty.      
6) Setting as Symbol 
Setting also can be seen as symbol (Luken, Smith & Coffel, 2013: 180). For 
example, the forest symbolizes the unknown, the garden symbolizes cultivated 
beauty, and sunlight symbolizes goodness while darkness symbolizes evil. Frye 
(in Luken, Smith & Coffel, 2013: 180) states that a true symbol must be repeated 
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and emphasized, and represent something more than literal meaning. However, 
most of children stories operate in fairly literal meaning. Goodness and badness in 
children’s story may be translated into character, setting, and action that become 
the symbol of the idea.  
d. Point of View 
Point of view has a special meaning. It shows events of the story through 
whose view and mind (Luken, Smith & Coffel, 2013: 191). Writers have a role to 
determine whose point of view to unveil the events which determine how the 
story will develop. It means this is the writers’ choice to choose the narrator and 
decide how much the narrator knows about the events of the story. There are four 
types of point of view seen in the following points (Luken, Smith & Coffel, 2013: 
191). 
1) First-Person Point of View 
A writer might choose a narrator of his story from the first person point of 
view “I” (in Luken, Smith & Coffel, 2013: 192). Readers will experience the story 
based on the narrator’s experience.  Whatever the narrator acts, feels, thinks, lives, 
readers will experience the conflict of the protagonist faces. Further, first-person 
narrator does not has to be a protagonist. Instead, it could be minor character that 
observes the action. 
2) Omniscient Point of View 
Omniscient point of view or calls as god’s eye is the narrator, usually the 
writer, narrates the story using third person such as he, she or they (Luken, Smith 
& Coffel, 2013: 192). The narrator has unlimited view on how she or he tells 
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every detail of action, thought, and feeling conscious and unconscious in past, 
present and future. The narrator has privilege to know everything related to the 
story, and give additional and helpful information for the readers. The narrator 
gives the readers, especially children’s readers, what essential information for 
understanding the story.  
3) Limited Omniscient Point of View 
Another type of narrator is limited omniscient point of view. Similar to 
omniscient point of view, limited point of view uses third person in telling the 
conflict yet the view is more limited (Luken, Smith & Coffel, 2013: 192). It only 
concentrates on feeling, actions, thought and significant experiences of one 
character, usually the protagonist or the central character.     
4) Objective Point of View 
This point of view again uses third person. From this point of view, the 
narrator cannot explain, interpret or comment the story (Luken, Smith & Coffel, 
2013: 192. It requires reader’s imagination to figure out itself meaning. This point 
of view usually uses in a camera or a drama.  
 
 
 
e. Style 
Style refers to the way an author adds, arranges and uses the words in 
creating the story (Luken, Smith & Coffel, 2013: 211). This is the author skill in 
making the setting, plot, character, and theme to make a piece of literature.  In 
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creating style, the author uses certain devices of language. There are connotation, 
imagery, figurative language, hyperbole, underestimate and allusion (Luken, 
Smith & Coffel, 2013: 214-219). 
e. Theme 
To reveal a theme is to combine all element of literature (setting, character, 
plot, point of view, style and tone) (Luken, Smith & Coffel, 2013: 239). It means 
theme is the idea of a whole element that holds together. The whole idea can be 
about human condition, human nature, or society. Theme is the result of reader’s 
construction in creating the main idea or central meaning of the writing (Luken, 
Smith & Coffel, 2013: 240). Through discovering theme, the readers can find 
significant insights which a piece of literature offers. The discovery of a simple 
significant insight brings readers enjoyment. Theme is about how the readers 
discover messages of the text that turn as “the moral of the story” (Nodelman & 
Reiner, 2003: 67). Nodelman and Reiner further explain adults often assume that 
children’s book can bring messages or significant insights for children to teach 
and govern their own action.   
Luken, Smith & Coffel (2013: 240-245) mention there are three types of 
theme: explicit, implicit and primary and secondary. 
 
1) Explicit 
An explicit theme is revealed by the writers in stating it openly and clearly. 
Usually, an explicit theme is easily understood and is stated in a sentence that 
clarifies its focus. 
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2) Implicit 
As the opposite of explicit theme, an implicit theme is not clearly and 
openly stated yet it is implied through character, plot, setting and other literary 
elements. It can also through the character action, thought, or traits.   
3) Primary and Secondary 
A story possibly consists more than one theme. The central idea or the main 
topic of the story calls as primary theme. For instance, secondary theme is less 
essential than the primary one yet they both link together in delivering values 
from the story. 
2. Ecocriticism and Children’s Literature  
Although ecocriticism is a developing literary theory, and has been spread 
and applied in adult’s literature, there is limited numbers of research combining it 
with children’s literature (Dhalbacka, 2010: 15). Wild Things: Children’s Culture 
and Ecocriticism (2004) is the first interdisciplinary research that addresses the 
intersection between children’s literature and ecocriticism (Dorbin & Kidd in 
Lankford, 2010: 17). It is a compilation that contains ecocritical readings of 
children’s literature in many aspects: literature, nature magazines, songs, and 
television shows. Looking at the history of children and nature relationship, 
children’s literature has been long preoccupied with “natural history, ecology, and 
human-animal interactions” through classics children’s literature (Dorbin & Kidd 
in Dhalbacka, 2010: 16). 
a. Child, Nature, and Reading  
John Lock and Jean Jacques Rousseau (Lesnik-Oberstein as cited in 
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Ginting, 2015: 34) establish connection between child, nature, and reading. 
Children need to learn from direct experience and a book that represents a story of 
experiencing nature. This is because the book that depicts natural world tends to 
show nature as a space of learning. Lock and Rousseau’s idea is actually in line 
statement with Louv’s (as cited in Dhalbacka, 2010: 5). Louv mentions that 
people with environmental awareness always mention “nature books” as a crucial 
childhood experience since books have deep influences in childhood. He further 
says books that portray natural world help children to formulate a way of 
connecting with nature. Louv also suggests that the way nature presented in a 
book can stimulate children’s imagination since children can do a combined 
activity to both play in nature, and learn about nature while they are reading 
outside such as in a tree house. 
Related to the significance of childhood, Stonehouse & Mansur, (in Kurnia 
& Hasni, 2016: 107) say that childhood is children’s golden age since in this 
period, children, through their brainpower, can perceive information optimally 
that affect to their future behavior. They also still have “open mind and routine” 
that can easily change (Madress, 2008: 5). Therefore, using storybooks that 
feature nature in teaching children about their surroundings and its relation toward 
their life will give significance influences in children’s life.   
 
D. The Previous Studies  
The researcher found three previous studies using ecocriticism approaches. 
The first previous study is done by Lala Isna Hasna in 2013 entitled The 
 45 
 
Ecological Consciousness Raising Embodied in E. B. White’s Charlottes’s Web 
Novel: A Children’s Literature Review. The objectives of the research are to 
identify the ecological consciousness raising in the novel, and to explain how the 
ecological consciousness raising embodied on the novel. In conducting the 
research, Hasna applies ecocriticism as the approach of her study. She also 
employs Glotfelty’s ecological consciousness raising theory to discover the first 
objective, and Luken’s theory of literary element in children’s literature to answer 
how ecological consciousness raising embodied in the novel.  
The second previous study is The Horse, the Howl, and the Hatchet: Nature 
Representations in Ronia, the Robber’s Daughter and Hatchet conducted in 2010 
by Emma Dahlbacka. As a comparative study, the researcher tires to compare 
between one Swedish and American’s children novel focusing on the kinds of 
attitudes towards nature that the protagonist of these books have. To answer the 
research question, the researcher conducts the study by applying Ecocriticism as 
the approach of the study combined with ecofeminism and deep ecology theory.   
The third previous study conducted by Andria Yusuf Arifanto in 2013. His 
research is entitled The Depictions of Environmental Issues in Macdonald’s 
Finitude (An Ecocritical Study). The aims of the research are to reveal the 
environmental issues existing in the novel, and to identify the ways environmental 
issues portrayed in the novel. Arifanto uses ecocriticism as his approach on the 
research. He applies Archer’s understanding the forecast theory to reveal the 
environmental issue, and Standford’s literary element to identify the ways 
environmental issues depicted in the novel.  
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Although those previous studies apply ecocriticism approach, their 
specifications are different from this research. Hasna’s uses Golfelty’s ecological 
consciousness raising theory focusing on the kinds of ecological consciousness 
rising reflected in the novel. This theory has three aspects, which are human’s 
relationship toward nature, the debate between ethical and aesthetical dilemmas in 
environmental crises, and how the profound ecological implication is transmitted 
in literature and language. Meanwhile, Dahlbacka focuses on the passive and 
active attitudes of the main character and the portrayal of animals and wilderness 
in two different novels. Dahlbacka uses deep ecology and ecofeminism 
perspective on viewing humans’ attitude toward nature. She also uses 
Plamwood’s Dualism to see the characteristics of humans’ superiority over nature 
and the troops of ecocriticism about animals and wilderness from Garrand’s 
Ecocriticism. Furthermore, Afrianto applies Archer’s understanding the forecast 
theory emphasizing on environmental problems named global warming. Based on 
Archer’s theory, Afrianto finds that greenhouse effects, carbon cycle, and forecast 
are the keys why global warming occurs. 
This research has novelty distinguishing from the previous studies. To 
answer the first object of the research, which is the kinds of ecological 
consciousness depicted in The Talking Earth, the researcher applies Bannan-
Watts’s and Chang’s ecological consciousness theory. The researcher’s study 
focuses on all characters’ consciousness from their action, speech, and thought 
toward nature as the manifestation of ecological consciousness in The Talking 
Earth. For the second objectives, the researcher uses Luken, Smith, & Coffel’s 
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literary elements of children’s literature. The researcher identifies literary 
elements that the author uses in portraying ecological consciousness within the 
novel.    
E. Framework of Thinking 
The Talking Earth is a children’s book written by Jean Craighead George in 
1983. This novel tells a story about an Indian girl named Billie Wind who takes a 
journey into wilderness in Everglades forest in Florida as her punishment because 
of her disbelieve attitudes toward the legend of talking animal and the tradition of 
Seminole tribe. She also believes that humans need to move out from the Earth, 
and begin to find an Earth-like planet because of the degradation of the 
environment. This book tells how the main character earns a new understanding 
as the manifestation of her ecological consciousness which reveals the mystery of 
talking animal, the profound meaning tradition of Seminole tribe, and the belief 
Earth as a precious home. Moreover, from her journey also she discovers how 
nature and humans can be connected one another.      
To analyze the novel, the researcher employs ecocriticism theory. 
Moreover, the researcher chooses Bannan-Watts and Chang theory on the concept 
of ecological consciousness. This theory is used to reveal the kinds of ecological 
consciousness depicted in the novel. Literary elements of children’s literature are 
used to identify the ways the kinds of ecological consciousness portrayed in the 
novel.  
The framework of thinking can be illustrated below. 
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Figure 1. The Framework of Thinking 
J. C. George’s The Talking Earth 
How is ecological 
consciousness portrayed 
in the novel? 
Consciousness Portrayed  
Ecological 
Consciousness 
 
Literary Element of 
Children’s Literature 
 
Ecocriticism Children’s Literature 
What are the kinds of 
ecological consciousness 
depicted in the novel? 
Ecological Consciousness in J. C. George’s The Talking Earth: 
An Ecocritical Study 
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CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHOD 
A. Type of the Study 
To investigate a certain issue, a researcher needs to choose types of 
research. Vanderstop & Johnston (2009: 7) states that there are two type of 
research: quantitative research and qualitative research. In this study, the 
researcher described the issue of ecological consciousness in the form of narrative 
or textual. She used particular expressions taken from J. C. George’s The Talking 
Earth in the form of sentences as the data of the research. Therefore, qualitative 
research was used as the type of this research. Rather than in the form of number 
as in a quantitative research, the researcher reported the findings in the form of 
describing. 
The researcher used content analysis technique since it involves the 
researcher’s identification and interpretation. Cole (in Elo & Kyngas, 2007: 107) 
states that qualitative content analysis is a research technique which analyzes 
written, verbal, and communication massage in a text. Therefore, the researcher 
used her identification and interpretation to discover the content and meaning of 
the text related to the issue of ecological consciousness.     
 
B. Data and Source of the Data 
The novel of J. C. George’s The Talking Earth was the source of the data. 
The novel was published in 1983 by Harper Collin publisher in New York. 
Moreover, the data used were particular expressions of the novel in the form of 
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phrases, clause, and sentence related to the kinds of ecological consciousness and 
the ways of the ecological consciousness portrayed in the novel. The data are 
expected to give clear explanation upon the issues found in the text. 
 
C. Research Instrument  
The research used two kinds of research instrument: primary and secondary 
instrument. Lincon & Guba (in Vanderstop and Johnston, 2009: 188) believes that 
humans are the best instrument for qualitative inquiry. They can represent 
multiple approaches, vary roles in the research process and provide mutual 
internal check on validity. The researcher played a central role as the primary 
research instrument to collect, categorize, and interpret the data. The researcher 
used her capability and knowledge based on the theories of ecocriticism, 
ecological consciousness and children’s literature to analyze the data. Moreover, 
the researcher set indicators as presented in the analytical construct for 
categorizing the data.   
The researcher provided the data sheet as the secondary instrument. There 
were two data sheets to help the researcher in categorizing and interpreting the 
data. The data table facilitated the researcher to interpret the raw data. 
 
D. Data Collection Technique  
To obtain and classify the data, there were several step the researcher 
conducted to collect the data.  
The first is related to the reading process to collect and categorize the data. 
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In this step, the researcher did a close reading comprehensively and thoroughly to 
obtain the significant data. Close reading was done by the researcher to 
understand the content and the issue found in the novel related to the depiction of 
ecological consciousness. The researcher then re-read the novel for several times 
to get detail information and deeper understanding upon the text. Re-reading the 
novel was needed for the researcher to enlighten her in interpreting the raw data.  
The second step is the researcher highlighted every significant data related 
to the two objectives of the research. In this step, the researcher took notes to any 
expressions found in the novel as the significant data. 
The last step is the researcher collected the data and put it in data table 
regarding to the category.  In this step, the researcher identified the raw data first 
and then she classified the data to fit into one of the categories. After that, the 
researcher interpreted the data. Identifying, classifying, and interpreting were 
necessary for the researcher to categorize the data into two categories which are 
the kinds of ecological consciousness and the ways of the ecological 
consciousness portrayed. The form of table data could be seen as below. 
 
Table 1: Kinds of Ecological Consciousness Depicted in The Talking Earth 
No. Quotation Pg. Category Explanation 
1. “Petang,” she shouted 
excitedly. “We will live. A 
fish, a fish.” With quick 
jab she thrust her finger 
into the gills to make sure 
the bass did not escape, set 
the net again and ran back 
to the cave. 
“we can live a long time 
down here, Petang,” she 
41-42 A. 1. 
Understanding 
the Essence of 
Nature 
Billie knows that 
the fish can keep 
her and Petang to 
survive in the 
cave. It means 
Billie 
understands the 
essence of nature 
to provide food 
for their survival. 
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said. “we have a bed, a 
fireplace, a cooking bowl- 
and food.” She slit the fish 
from anus to grills with 
her penknife, removed the 
entrails and save them for 
bait to catch other fish. 
  
 
Table 2: The Ways of the Ecological Consciousness Portrayed in The Talking 
Earth 
No. Quotation Pg. Category Explanation 
1. On her way back to camp 
she came upon a coconut 
palm and patted it 
affectionately. This tree 
was all things to the 
Indians; it was food, 
shelter, clothing, rope, 
fish, netting, shade. The 
Indians planted them all 
over the glades. 
63 B. 3. a. 
Omniscient 
Point of View 
The narration of 
the author as an 
omniscient 
point of view 
shows the 
essence of 
nature by telling 
that coconut 
palm provides 
many things for 
Indian such as 
food, shelter, 
clothing, rope, 
fish, netting and 
shade.  
 
E. Data Analysis Technique 
In analyzing the data, the researcher implemented a content analysis. 
Therefore, the researcher analyzed The Talking Earth based on the content of the 
novel. In order to do so, the researcher classified the raw data into one category to 
discover the deeper meaning, and give a deeper analysis of the data. There were 
several steps done by the researcher in analyzing the data. The steps are presented 
as follows. 
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1. Classifying the significant expression in the form of phrases, clauses, and 
sentences into a certain category in each objective; 
2. Sorting categorized data to include relevant data;  
3. Interpreting and analyzing the classified data by relating the theory and the 
data to get findings;  
4. Implementing triangulation technique to get the trustworthiness of the data. 
 
F. Data Trustworthiness 
In gaining data trustworthiness, the researcher conducted triangulation to 
make sure the data were valid and credible. Moleong (2006: 330) states that 
triangulation is a technique to compare or check the data through utilizing data 
validity by using other means outside the data. Triangulation is needed in a 
scientific research to assure the data is valid and credible enough to be trusted and 
read by other people.  
To minimize mistakes in this research, the researcher consulted to her 
supervisor regularly as the expert of the study regarding to the content of the 
research including the theory, method, and data. Moreover, three students of 
English Literature program studies were chosen to be the external investigator to 
check and re-check the data. The researcher chose the external investigators based 
on the academic background in which they also learned English literature in 
literature concentration. The researcher believe they have the knowledge and 
capability to examine the validity of the data. Through the feedbacks and 
suggestions of the external investigator and the advisor, the trustworthiness of the 
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data could be attained.      
 
G. Analytical Construct  
Table 3: The Analytical Construct of the Data for The Kinds of Ecological 
Consciousness and The Ways of The Ecological Consciousness Portrayed in the 
The Talking Earth. 
Category Sub-Category Description Indicators 
The Kinds of 
Ecological 
Consciousness 
Understanding the 
Essence of Nature 
Humans 
understand that 
good and service 
from nature are 
important for all 
creatures’ life. 
1. Nature provides 
sustenance 
2. Nature provides shelter 
and protection. 
 
Showing Concern 
to the Condition of 
Environment 
Humans are aware 
toward 
environmental 
crises.   
1. Knowing the kinds of 
environmental problems   
2. Knowing that humans is 
the reason the problems 
occur 
3. Showing care and worry 
toward nature. 
Understanding the 
Interdependence 
between Living 
Beings and Nature 
Humans 
understand that 
every living being 
depends on one 
another. 
1. Human depends on 
nature 
2. Nature depends on 
human 
3. Living beings depend 
on their environment 
Knowing the Way 
Nature Speaks 
Humans realize 
that nature has 
ability to speak 
through natural 
phenomena. 
1. Speaking through its 
sign 
2. speaking through its 
movement 
The Ways 
Ecological 
Consciousness 
Portrayed 
 
 
Character A person or 
personified animal 
and object that 
shows his or her 
personality. 
Ecological Consciousness 
can be portrayed through 
the character’s action, 
speech, and author’s 
comment. 
Setting The time and place 
where the story 
happens. 
Ecological consciousness 
can be portrayed through 
the setting as symbol which  
represents something more 
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than literal meaning 
Point of View The narrator of the 
story in which the 
narrator uses his or 
her view to narrate 
the story. 
Ecological consciousness 
can be portrayed through   
Omniscient point of view. 
It means the author 
becomes the narrator to tell 
the story which knows 
everything related to the 
story, and give additional 
and helpful information for 
readers  
Theme The central idea of 
the story that holds 
together which 
shows significant 
insight as the 
massage of the 
story for readers 
Ecological consciousness 
can be depicted through 
explicit theme. A theme 
that states openly and 
clearly in a sentence.  
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CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
A. Findings 
This chapter presents the findings as well as the discussion of the findings. 
The researcher examines the findings from the data related to the two objectives. 
The first is the kinds of ecological consciousness depicted in The Talking Earth. 
The second is the ways ecological consciousness portrayed in The Talking Earth. 
1.  The Kinds of Ecological Consciousness Depicted in The Talking Earth 
Ecocriticism reveals how human’s relationship with the environment is 
reflected in a literary work (Tosic, 2006: 44). The relationship can be depicted as 
a good relationship as well as bad relationship since human and the environment 
affects one another (Glotfelty, 1996: xix-xx). It means that ecocriticism shows 
how human’s awareness is depicted in a literary work as the result of human’s 
behaviour toward the environment. Human’s awareness toward the environment 
can be seen as the manifestation of their ecological consciousness.  
Reading uses the spectacles of ecological consciousness proposed by 
Bannan-Watts (2009) and Chang (2002), there are four kinds of ecological 
consciousness depicted in The Talking Earth. The researcher finds three kinds of 
ecological consciousness based on Bannan-Watts’s theory. They are 
understanding the essence of nature, showing concern to the condition of the 
environment, and understanding the interdependence between living beings and 
nature. Meanwhile, another kind of ecological consciousness is found based on 
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Chang’s theory. It is knowing the ways nature speak. The four kinds of ecological 
consciousness are discussed further in sections below.    
a. Understanding the Essence of Nature 
Bannan-Watts (2009: 11) mentions that ecological consciousness is a basic 
understanding about how important nature for the life of living beings is. The 
goods and services of nature are seen as the essence of nature to support the life of 
many living beings in fulfilling their life necessities. The Talking Earth reveals a 
human’s understanding to the essence of nature from the ways Billie and her 
companions use other beings as a source to survive in the wilderness of 
Everglades forest.  
For two days no fish swam into the net. “This is bad news, Petang,” she 
said, the third morning. 
“I think we’ve caught all the fish there are in this hole, and the Earth is 
still too hot for us to leave.” Slowly she walked around the ledge at the 
water ledge, looking for dead snake or turtles or even beetles to eat (George, 
1983: 45). 
 
Billie and Petang hide in the pit to protect themselves from the wildfire. 
They need to stay in the pit until the wildfire is off. For several days, Billie and 
Petang catch fish in the pit for their survival. However, after two days, Billie 
cannot find the fish anymore. Billie understands to the essence of nature, that 
nature provides food for Billie and Petang in the form of fish. Billie’s ecological 
consciousness can be seen from this is bad news statement which shows how 
important the fish are for the continuity of their life. The absence of the fish gives 
the bad news for Billie and Petang since they will lack of sustenance. The fish are 
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the essence of nature that shows nature as a provider of basic needs for the life of 
living beings. 
The essence of nature can be seen from goods of nature that all living beings 
use to fulfill their life necessity. Another example of ecological consciousness 
from the way a human understands to the essence of nature is presented below.    
Putting down Petang, she turned slowly, looking at the devastation and here 
and there a new green shoot. At last she saw an island to the southwest. 
“There is, Petang,” she said. “On that island is a tree, and that tree will 
be our boat.” (George, 1983: 57). 
 
After the wildfire is off, Billie continues her journey to Everglades forest 
together with Petang. Billie finds out that her dugout is devoured by the wildfire. 
Finally, she crosses the water to go the nearer island, and finds trees that can be a 
main material to build her boat. Billie knows that she can build another boat from 
the wood that the trees produce. This is how Billie shows her consciousness 
toward the essence of nature as the provider of many crucial goods. One of them 
is woods as the source of materials to build a new boat to continue her journey in 
Everglades forest. 
Understanding the essence of nature indicates a human’s ecological 
consciousness which notices that some of animals have a role to the welfare of 
nature.    
“You are too curious for your own good,” she said sternly. “Perhaps you 
should be on punishment, too. A dunking? A spanking? Or leaving you  
here to starve to death?” The sunlight fell on the young panther’s healthy 
fur, turning him into a bright golden object. 
“That would be sinful,” she said “There are only a few of you left on Earth. 
And you do good work. You keep life balanced in the swamp.” She 
reached out and rubbed his twisting ears. (George, 1983: 97). 
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The quotation shows that Billie understands the role of Coootchobee for the 
swamp in Everglades forest. Coootchobee, the little panther that Billie brings into 
her journey, breaks the Calusa bowl. The bowl is the artificial inheritance of 
Seminole tribe’s ancestor. Billie cries because the bowl has a strong connection to 
her ancestor and the only artifact that is able to show her people about the history 
of where the Calusa people come from. Billie thinks that the panther is curious; 
therefore she needs to punish the panther. However, Billie changes her mind, and 
realizes that the action to punish the panther is sinful.  
The bolded sentence is the manifestation of Billie’s ecological 
consciousness which portrays her action to resist punishing the little panther. She 
understands that her action can give an impact to the well-being of the panther 
since the little animal has a very important role in keeping the balance of the 
swamp community. Billie, from you do good work statement, knows that the 
panther helps to establish the stability in the swamp community. Billie realizes 
that a predator like a panther has an ability to control prey population from food 
chains. Without predators, the prey population will be overpopulated leading to 
unbalance condition in an ecosystem. The service that the predator provides can 
be seen as its essence to the life in the swamp community. This is how a human 
understands the essence of a predator to the balance of ecosystem in the swamp 
community. 
Related to the essence of a certain animal’s role, the datum below shows 
another example of ecological consciousness that can be seen from the way a 
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human notices the essence of animals for humans’ survival. They can learn from 
the ways many animals live which inspire humans how to survive on the Earth.   
“We’re okey,” she said reassuringly. “Coootchoobee is not worried; and 
he knows a lot. Charlie Wind once told me we must keep the animals on 
Earth, for they know everything: How to keep warm, predict the 
stroms, live in darkness or blazing sun, how to navigate the skies, to 
organize societies, how to make chemicals and fireproof skins. The 
animals know the Earth as we do not.” (George, 1983: 141). 
 
Hiding in a cave, Billie tries to calm Oats from his worry toward waves 
while a hurricane occurs. Billie explains to Oats that they are fine since there is 
Cootchoobee that can be an indication of safety. Billie explains to Oats that the 
little panther knows how to find a place to survive from a natural disaster because 
many animals have their own ways to survive on the Earth. From her uncle’s 
telling, Billie knows that humans need to keep the animals alive since the animals 
can inspire humans to endure the life from the ways many animals to survive 
living on the Earth. Furthermore, Billie is aware that animals understand the Earth 
more rather than humans. Through her explanation she gets from her uncle, Billie 
shows her consciousness to the essence of animals that the life of animals teaches 
humans to live, and understand the Earth.    
Knowing how important nature for the life of living beings is one of the 
manifestations of ecological consciousness. From those data, it can be said that 
the essence of nature is how nature provides goods and services fulfilling the life 
necessities of living beings.  
b. Showing Concern to the Condition of Nature  
Ecological consciousness is an awareness toward environmental problems 
because of human’s actions that influence their surroundings. This kind of 
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consciousness leads them to show deep concern to the condition of the 
environment, and accepts the fact that humans are the reason why the problems 
occur (Bannan-Watts, 2009: 12). The Talking Earth depicts many problems that 
happen in the environment. Billie as the main character of the story is a young girl 
who has sensitivity to the condition of the environment and its crises. For this 
reason, she always shows her concern by being worry toward her surroundings 
and the animals.          
“But it doesn’t really make the rain fall, does it, Charlie Wind?” 
“Yes,” he had answered. 
“But you have asked the sky to rain every day for a year and it hasn’t rained. 
South Florida is still dry. Our gardens are shivering.” (George, 1983: 5). 
 
The quotation shows that Billie disbelieves with one of the traditions in 
Seminole tribe. As a tribe which still holds its old tradition from their 
predecessors, Seminole tribe does a ritual to ask the rain to come. Medicine 
bundle which consists of minerals, stones, a snake’s fang, flint, steel, and some 
herb is a part of the offerings used in running the ritual (George, 1983: 4). Billie is 
a practical girl who rejects the idea that the offerings cannot make the rain comes. 
She convinces her uncle that the bundle cannot help the environment from the 
drought that causes the environment to be “dry and shivering”. Billie’s rejection 
shows her worry to the condition in her place as the manifestation of her 
ecological consciousness. Her action implies that humans need a real action rather 
than an old tradition for environmental restoration.  
As a child who has a high sensitivity to the condition of the environment, 
Billie also displays her concern to the bird population as she says in the following. 
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 “Almost every day a bird dies,” she said to Coootchobee. “You might as 
well have them as the gators.” (George, 1983: 86). 
 
This datum displays how Billie feels worry to the condition of the birds 
since she knows that the number of the birds is decreased as the result of the 
hunting activity done by the white men (George, 1983: 79). This quotation occurs 
when Billie tires to catch a bird to provide food for the little panther. The need of 
the gators and the panther to eat the bird worries Billie since it will speed up to the 
decreasing population of the bird. This worry is the manifestation of ecological 
consciousness that Billie has in the form of showing concern to the condition of 
the bird population. 
Another form to display concern to nature is by being care to the well-being 
of panthers as Billie’s way to show her ecological consciousness. Billie meets an 
adult male panther that she thinks the panther is Coootchobee’s father. The adult 
panther takes Coootchobee, and brings the little panther away. Seeing this 
incident, Billie hopes to the well-being of the panthers depicted in the datum 
below. 
“Good-bye, Coootchobee,” she whispered. “Good-bye. Live well and long 
and fill the Everglades with your children and your children’s 
children.” She dropped her head, for she loved Coootchobee (George, 
1983: 104).  
 
The bolded sentence illustrates that Billie’s concern is by being care to the 
well-being of the panther since she is aware that the panther is one of endangered 
animals as she says, “…Panthers are rare. Mamau Whispering Wind says they are 
almost gone from this Earth. ” (George, 1983: 82). Knowing that the species of 
panther in the Earth are almost gone, Billie shows her care by hoping to the 
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increasing number of the panther population to produce young panther species. 
Her hope is another form of ecological consciousness that Billie has in showing 
concern to the well-being of the panther.  
Showing concern the condition of the environment shows a human’s 
consciousness that humans are the ones who cause environmental crises through 
their action abusing nature. Human activities tend to influence their surroundings 
that lead to the changing of the environment. Because of this tendency, whenever 
humans exist, they always give direct impact of the environment. The datum 
below portrays Billie’s concern to the condition of animals because of humans’ 
influences.       
“And me?” 
“Where do I fit?” She studied her hands and feet. “In all places; in the sky, 
in the corner, in the water, in the forest, even in space. Human beings fit 
anywhere. We can make ourselves comfortable in ice and sun, on the 
sea and on the land. But the birds and spiders and fish and otters and 
panthers cannot. So will they pass away as we change the Earth?” 
(George, 1983: 106) 
 
Taking a journey in Everglades forest, Billie discovers many new things that 
lead her to realize and understand many new insights. Having a close observation 
to animals, natural places, and natural phenomena illuminates Billie toward her 
confusion. While Billie arrives in saw grass prairie, she observes carefully the 
natural activities around. She watches a kindbird trying to catch its prey in the 
sky. Her observation makes her questioning herself about the existence of 
humans. She notices that humans can fit everywhere, and survive in many 
conditions and places. However, Billie is aware that not all living beings can be 
like humans. She knows that every living being has its own places that suit based 
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on their needs as she says, “and each found its spot in accordance with its needs” 
(George, 1983: 106). Because of this realization, Billie shows her concern by 
questioning herself about the well-being of animals while humans change the 
environment. This is part of Billie’s ecological consciousness that she knows 
humans always give impacts to their surroundings that can disturb other living 
beings’ life.   
Displaying concern to the condition of nature is a kind of ecological 
consciousness that the main character has. By showing the concern, Billie realizes 
with many environmental problems as the result of human activities, and also 
increases her sensitivity toward her surroundings.      
c. Understanding the Interdependence between Living Beings and Nature 
Ecological consciousness is a sense of interdependence of all species on the 
Earth (Bannan-Watts, 2009: 11). By having this sense, someone who has this kind 
of consciousness understands that multitude ecosystems support all life on the 
planet. The interdependence between living beings and nature can be seen from 
food chains or feeding relationships as the process of every living being depend 
on one another (Wrights, 2008: 33). In one hand, humans as a part of food chains 
who act as the consumers depend their life on nature that acts as the producer. On 
the other hand, nature also depends on humans’ consciousness to protect nature 
from its damage since the well-being of humans depends on the well-being of 
nature and vise versa (Carson as cited in Drangson, Devall, & Schroll, 2011: 102). 
From above explanation, the interdependency is obviously reflected.   
 65 
 
The Talking Earth depicts the interdependence between living beings and 
nature through Billie’s journey in Everglades forest. Billie always pays close 
attention to natural phenomena that happen during her journey. One of the natural 
phenomena is the feeding relationship that shows the interdependence of living 
beings on nature.      
Drifting down the river of grass, Billie Wind could see the sun and the water 
and soils at work. Flowers bloomed before her eyes. Butterflies drank the 
nectar of the flowers and re-winged blackbirds ate the butterflies. The 
snake ate the blackbirds and the alligator ate the snakes. Charlie Wind 
was right, all life came from the sun and the water and the soil and the 
air. (George, 1983: 18) 
 
The datum above shows that Billie proves what her uncle, Charlie Wind, 
has said is right. She realizes that the life of many living beings deeply depends on 
sun, water, and soil which are the main element of nature as the beginning of life. 
While she witnesses the feeding process, she sees that flowers as the producer is 
drunk by the butterflies as the first consumer, and butterflies are eaten by the re-
winged blackbird as the second consumer. In the next process, the re-winged 
blackbirds are eaten by the snake as the third consumer, and the snake is eaten by 
the gator as the last consumer which is the predator. The process shows that 
consumers need producers and other consumers. Through the process above, the 
flowers which are the producer are the sustenance of the consumers, and the 
flowers need nature from water, soil, sun, and air to support its life. The way 
Billie proves what her uncle has said, and her close observation are the 
manifestation of her ecological consciousness. She understands that all living 
beings need one another, and nature is the first party in sustaining the need of 
producers as the beginning of life.  
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The interdependence of living beings can be seen from the relationship 
between humans and animals. Besides humans’ consciousness to protect nature 
from its damage as the dependency of nature on humans, The Talking Earth 
shows another form of dependency. The novel depicts a child’s awareness to be a 
nurturer for little animals she finds during her journey in the wilderness of 
Everglades forest as the form of her understanding that every living thing needs 
one another.     
“Come, little friend,” she said. “Come here to me. I shall take care of you 
whom the Indians of the north call petang.” 
“We are the only living things in this whole charred and black world.” 
Petang’s nostrils flared. He backed up. 
“Did you escape the fire by crawling into a pit like me? If so, we are fire 
spirits. We must conceal each other.” (George, 1983: 38) 
 
After Billie faces wildfire, she run to the nearest cave to hide and look for 
protection from the wildfire threat. In the cave, Billie meets a little otter, Petang, 
as another survivor from the wildfire. Billie offers her help to take care of Petang 
since they are the only living things survive in the cave. The datum above 
explains that Billie knows the little otter needs other beings to look after him. 
Ecological consciousness in this case can be seen from Billie’s offer to take care 
of the little otter. By helping Petang, Billie understands that the little animal 
depends his life on her. This form of dependency shows that the little otter does 
not ask or say clearly that he needs Billie to help him, yet the way Billie offers her 
help and ask Petang to conceal each other portrays a human’s understanding 
about the dependency of an animal on a human. The little animal needs other 
beings to take care of him, and Billie feels capable enough to nurture the animal 
helping him. 
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Helping and taking care of a little animal are the form of dependency of 
animals on humans based on a human’s consciousness. Another example of this 
dependency can be seen from the way Billie acts as a substitute mother of the 
little panther that she finds during her journey.   
“A baby,” she said. He wrinkled his nose and mewed pitifully. Billie Wind 
ran down the plank, waded to the beautiful creature and gathered him up in 
her arms. He did not fight or protest. 
“Coootchobee,” she said, snuggling him against her chin. “Your 
Mamau Whispering Wind is dead. I will take her place.” (Geroge, 1983: 
84-85) 
 
Billie’s adventure in Everglades forest leads her to faces many threats 
during her journey, and one of them is animal attack. She meets an adult panther 
which tries to attack her. However, the adult panther is dead because of the attack 
of an alligator while the panther tries to attack Billie. Continuing her journey, in a 
big cypress swamp, Billie meets a baby panther. She thinks that the dead panther 
is the mother of the little panther. For this reason, she takes the panther, and 
brings him on her journey. Billie thinks Coootchobee, the little panther, needs her 
to be his substitute mother since his “mamau Whispering wind” or mother is dead. 
Billie brings her ecological consciousness in the way of being a mother for the 
little panther. This portrayal shows that Billie understands the dependency of an 
animal on a human. From Billie’s action, it can be understood that she knows that 
the panther needs Billie to nurture him by becoming a mother for the little 
panther. Beside humans need nature, nature also needs humans. This can be found 
in the relationship between Billie and Coootchobee as the kind of ecological 
consciousness in understanding the interdependence among living beings.  
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 Animals and humans live side by side showing a strong connection from 
both parties because they need one another. This connection can be seen as the 
form of interdependence between them. The datum below illustrates that humans 
and animals have a close connection like a family.   
“Well,” she said happily, “I am now the mother to an otter and panther. 
The otter is a father to the panther and the panther is a son to the otter 
and me. 
“Even I believe only a medicine bundle could conjure up this family.” She 
hugged the big kitten and kissed Petang. “But all living things are a 
family, and one can not live without the other.” (George, 1983: 91) 
 
Bringing a little otter and a little panther on her journey, Billie tries her best 
to act as a mother for these little animals. While Billie arrives in a swamp, thunder 
and heavy rain happen that makes Billie, Petang, and Coootchobee need to stay in 
a create of the houseboat. In there, Petang and Coootchobee fight as the little 
panther biffs Petang, and Petang snarls at the panther. However, somehow in the 
middle of the night, Petang and Coootchobee can make up, and are reconciled 
(George, 1983: 91). Seeing this reconciliation, Billie comes to a new insight that 
the three of them are family. She knows that she is the mother for the otter and the 
panther, and the otter is the father of the panther which she concludes that the 
panther is her and the otter’s son. 
In Billie’s comparison with herself, the little otter, and the little panther 
relationship, her ecological consciousness is depicted. By comparing that they are 
like a family, Billie knows that there is interdependence between all of them since 
family means that they have a close relation and need each other’s help. Billie 
understands that these animals need herself as their nurturer to provide food, 
safety, and affection. Moreover, since Billie brings Coootchobee, She needs to 
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take care of the panther, and she also needs the otter’s help to find food for the 
panther (George, 1983: 89-90). Therefore, their relationship shows a form of 
interdependence between a human and animals which can be seen from the way 
Billie thinks that the otter and the panther needs her, and the panther needs the 
otter and Billie, and also Billie needs the otter. From her thinking, Billie is aware 
that every living being cannot live by his or her own self because one living being 
depends his or her life on another living being.                       
Humans and nature, which includes environment and animals, have a strong 
connection since they need one another. Understanding for this kind of need 
shows the manifestation of ecological consciousness. Those data shows that 
humans and nature is integrated for one another. 
d. Knowing the Way Nature Speaks 
Ecological consciousness depicts someone’s attitude based on ecocentric 
view (Chang, 2009: 3). This view maintains that humans and nature are in the 
same position on the Earth since it regards on their equality. As a result, through 
the ecocentric view, humans need to eliminate their superiority by looking other 
being capability from its own good since not all beings can be measured from the 
capability of humans’ standards (Taylor, 1981: 211). For this reason, humans 
begin to see the ability of nature to speak through its phenomena that show its 
movements and signs. Further, humans shows that they are not the most special 
beings on the Earth by sharing their prerogative of speaking to other beings. By 
admitting the speaking ability, humans give some respect to other beings that 
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nature is not merely an object of natural resources and a silent object. Humans 
notice that nature is as significant as humans on the Earth.  
The Talking Earth depicts nature as an active entity from the signs and 
movements of the animals that show their intentions based on the main character’s 
interpretation by displaying their peculiar ways of speaking. The journey in 
Everglades forest brings Billie a new insight that animals actually can speak 
through its signs and movements. Before the journey, Billie is a practical and 
rational girl who rejects a Seminole tribe legend which believes in animal gods 
who talk (George, 1983: 2). Billie believes that only humans have the ability to 
speak since animals cannot speak like human (George, 1983: 19). Billie’s journey 
changes her perspectives to admit that animals can speak through its own ways. 
She realizes that humans need to pay close attentions because speaking is not 
always in humans languages, yet speaking can be in many ways as long as it can 
give meanings and intentions to other beings.  
The datum below shows that a human admit animals have ability to speak 
through their own ways.  
“I think you have something to say to me,” she said. “All the other 
animals have, but since you are mute and expressionless I guess it will 
take you a long time to say it. Come along. You can ride with us until I 
can hear you.” (George, 1983: 110) 
 
After gathering her supplies to continue her journey, Billie finds a turtle 
which scares Petang while he wanders in an open glade of the midst of the 
bamboos. She decides to bring the turtle to her journey, and names her Burden 
since Billie gets inspired by an old legend of Seminole tribe (George, 1983: 110). 
Billie senses that Burden has something to say that she needs to interpret. She also 
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admits that all animals have ability to speak. Billie’s confession toward the 
animals depicts her ecological consciousness regarding to the ability of animals to 
speak. Billie knows that human language is not always the standard of speaking, 
yet signs and movements can be the ways of animals to shows their intentions and 
meanings which can be their way to communicate. For this reason, Billie’s 
character can be the representation of a human in eliminating her superiority by 
admitting the way a nonhuman being speaks from her capability. It means Billie 
understands that speaking for animals is different to speaking for humans. Even 
the expressionless of the turtle also has ability to speak which she needs to find 
out how to interpret her.  
The datum below portrays another example of a human’s awareness in 
knowing the ways animals speak through their behaviour that reveals their 
intention; therefore she can interpret it as an indication of a phenomenon.    
“Oats” 
“What?” 
“Do you think the animal gods talk?” 
“No” 
“I do” 
“That’s silly. That’s just old legends.” 
“Coootchobee spoke to you.” 
“Coootchobee spoke to me?” 
“He said as plain as he could; “The storm is not over.” 
Oats thought about that. “That’s true. He didn’t go out. And that sort of 
said, ‘Why get up when there’s more to come?’ (George, 1983: 147) 
 
Billie and Oats think that the storm is over when they see the sun rises. 
Apparently, the storm is not over yet, and they need to get back in the cave. While 
Billie returns to hide, she observes the behaviour of the little panther which does 
not stand when the sun rises. As one of animal gods in the legend of Seminole 
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tribe, Billie knows the panther has ability to speak through his behaviour. She 
realizes that the panther knows the storm is not over because he can feel the 
pressure of the air as one of his ability. From her observation, Billie tries to 
interpret that the panther tells information about the storm that is not over. Billie’s 
interpretation toward the behaviour of the panther is the form of her ecological 
consciousness in knowing the way nature speaks. She realizes that nature through 
its animals is able to speak and, in this case, the animal speaks through his 
behaviour which shows the meaning of their behaviour.  
Getting close attention to the animal activities leads humans to have their 
sensitivity by knowing the way animals speak. Humans can combine their 
observation and interpretation to realize that animals also have something to say 
that bring a crucial message for them. The quotation below illustrates how a child 
human is aware to the meanings of what the animals say.   
“I don’t want to be found  now,” she said. “I’ve gone too far and am too 
close to the answer I seek.” 
“The animals talk. That I do know. What I don’t know is what they are 
saying… all of them together, I mean. They are crying something, and I 
can  not make it out.” 
“The turtle mute knows. But I cannot hear her. Not because she is 
mute. That does not matter. Bird talks with their flights, Petang talks 
with his deeds and so the turtle will talk to me somehow. 
“And when I hear what she has to say, it will be time for me to go home.” 
(George, 1983: 112) 
 
Billie’s journey drags her to dams and gates near a highway where she can 
hear automobiles passing through. Panicking to the fact that she will be found by 
white people, Billie confesses that she cannot get home since she has not found 
her complete answers yet. Her journey helps Billie to arrange puzzles of 
confusion about the talking animals. Not only the animal gods talk, but all animals 
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are also able to talk as Billie realizes that their talking can be a very important 
message for humankinds. Billie’s observation during her journey adds her 
understanding that animals have many ways to speak. She knows that the mute 
turtle somehow can speak though her own way, the birds talk through their flights, 
and the little otter talks through his behaviour which shows their intentions that 
can be interpreted by her to show its meaning of their talking.  
Billie’s admission is the realization of her ecological consciousness that 
displays her sensitivity to the fact that animals understand the Earth more than 
humans (George, 1983: 141). Based on Billie’s observation on the problems that 
occur in nature and her interpretation of the talking animals, Billie comes to a new 
understanding that the animals are crying for something that she needs to find out 
until the end of her journey. Billie’s new understanding depicts her consciousness 
toward the environment and animals to realize that nature through its animals are 
able to speak, even their talking can be a message for them relating to the 
environmental crises.     
Humans with their sensitivity to their surroundings read the signs of nature 
as the ways nature speak by relating to other phenomena. The next datum depicts 
the behaviour of the turtle which signifies the importance of the Earth for its 
dwellers.  
“I hear what you are saying, Burden. At least, I hear your massage. It’s 
the Earth that matters. Not the stars or the comets, but the plain old 
Earth. And you are right. It’s all we’ve got. Dig it lovely.” (George, 
1983: 148).  
 
The datum shows that in the end of the journey, Billie turns to be a wise 
young person who admits that animals are able to speak in many ways. One of 
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them is by showing their behaviour. While Billie waits for the end of the storm, 
she wakes from her nap, and observes the behaviour of the turtle digging the soil. 
Finally, Billie understands how the expressionless and mute turtle is able to speak 
by digging the soil that signifies a message for her to be interpreted. Billie 
understands that a turtle always digs soil when it feels threatened for looking 
protection. Therefore, she relates her behaviour to the importance of the Earth as 
humans’ home planet which always give humans shelter to give them protection. 
As a result, Billie realizes that the digging is the way the turtle tells her that the 
Earth is very precious since living beings get their protection from the Earth as 
she says “It’s all we’ve got”.  Billie combines her observation from the behaviour 
of the turtle and her concern to the environmental problems leading to a new 
understanding. She believes that humans cannot leave the Earth since Earth is 
their home planet that provide protection for its dwellers.  
Knowing the ways nature speaks is a kind of ecological consciousness that a 
human has in eliminating her superiority by admitting other beings’ capability of 
speaking. By doing this, humans realize that nature is not merely mute, and 
becomes object of natural resources. Instead, nature is alive and active that can be 
a teacher for the main character to overcome her confusion leading her to many 
new understandings.  
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2.  The Ways of the Ecological Consciousness Portrayed in The Talking 
Earth 
Ecological consciousness in The Talking Earth is portrayed through its 
literary elements. Nodelmen and Reiner (2003) explain that in order to 
understand a story, readers need to reveal its literary elements that support the 
construction of the story. Moreover, through its literary elements, the readers can 
recognize beliefs, values, or ideas of the author. Therefore, the readers can see 
how ecological consciousness is presented through the literary elements of The 
Talking Earth.  
The Talking Earth is categorized as a children novel which brings ecological 
consciousness as its main issue. For this reason, the researcher applies Luken’s 
theory on literary elements of children’s literature. Analyzing the study, the 
researcher finds that there are four literary elements that have successfully 
delivered the issues of ecological consciousness embodied in the novel. They are 
character, setting, point of view, and theme. Nevertheless, the way the researcher 
answers this second objective is different from Luken’s theory since the findings 
and its analysis only focuses on the portrayal of ecological consciousness in the 
novel. In this study, the researcher identifies how the issue of ecological 
consciousness is portrayed in the novel through its four literary elements. The 
ways ecological consciousness portrayed in the novel is discussed further in 
section below.  
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a. Character 
Character is one of the most crucial literary elements of children’s literature. 
This is because character is the one who acts in the story. Luken, Smith & Coffel, 
(2013: 113) say that character can be in the form of a person, a personified animal, 
or an object. Moreover, character is the collection of mental, emotional and social 
qualities that can be a character’s personalities or traits. According to Luken, the 
personalities can be revealed by action, speech, appearance, others’ comment and 
author’s comment (1999: 81-82).  
The researcher finds that character is one of literary elements in The Talking 
Earth that contributes in the portrayal of ecological consciousness. The issue is 
revealed through action, speech, and the author’s comment. 
1) By Action  
Action is one way to reveal the character’s personalities since what the 
character does or acts can be the revelation of his or her nature. The researcher 
found that Billie’s actions influence her personality as a young child who has 
ecological consciousness. The datum below shows Billie’s action as the 
manifestation of her ecological consciousness in understanding the 
interdependence between humans and animals.   
But this little animal did not move. He huddled in the darkness. He was 
badly frightened. After a long wait Billie Wind tiptoed down the steps 
and brought back the last piece of venison, which she chewed to soften. 
The petang twilled his whiskers and sniffed the food. (George, 1983: 38) 
 
The datum above shows ecological consciousness can be depicted through 
the character’s action. Billie meets a little otter when she hides in a cave from 
wildfire, and names him Petang. To get along with Petang, Billie feeds the little 
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otter with venison that she chews to soften the meat. Billie understands that every 
living being needs one another’s help in order to live and survive. As a result, her 
ecological consciousness leads her to act as a nurturer for the little otter. By 
chewing the venison, Billie knows that the little otter cannot eat tough food since 
the food is not suitable for his little teeth. The action of chewing the venison 
shows that Billie understands the little otter needs her help to soften the food. Her 
action is the portrayal of her consciousness to understand that there is dependency 
of a little animal on a human.   
Another datum is the illustration of Billie’s action as a nurturer that shows a 
mother figure in her personality. 
 “He pawed the mosquitoes that were digging into the furless skin around 
his nose and eyes, so Billie Wind smeared his face with oil, too. He 
sneezed and pulled away. “You’ll get used to it,” she said” (George, 
1983: 59).  
 
After the wildfire is off, Billie continues her journey with Petang. On their 
way, they pass a cloud of mosquitoes in unburned grass. The quotation reveals 
that Billie tries to smears fish on her whole body. Seeing the insects bite Petang, 
Billie also smears the fish oil to Petang’s face where he gets bitten. Smearing oil 
fish is Billie’s action as her way to protect the little otter from the mosquitos bite. 
Her action shows the readers that as a nurturer of the otter, she needs to protect 
him like a mother protects her child.  
From Billie’s action, the readers know that nurturing animals is a kind of 
ecological consciousness that a human has regarding the dependency of animals 
on humans.  
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Billie Wind carried him back to the houseboat stroking his head as his 
mother would have done, mewing to him and talking to him in housecat 
sounds, for that was the only cat language she knew. Sitting on the floor 
in the shade of her palm roof she rocked the big kitten tenderly. His ears 
twitched, his eyes rolled and then he begun to purr. He purred louder and 
louder, his whole body vibrating with the solo; then he signed and fell 
asleep (George, 1983: 85) 
 
The quotation above portrays that besides nurturing an otter, Billie also 
becomes a substitute mother for a little panther. Billie finds a baby panther while 
she and Petang arrive in a lake near an abounded camp of plume hunter. Billie 
takes the panther to come along on her journey. Billie’s personality can be 
depicted through her actions by stroking the panther’s head as a form of her 
affection, mewing to the panther as her way to talk to him, and rocking the 
panther’s body as her way to make the panther sleep. From those actions, the 
readers know that acting as a mother to a little animal is one kind of ecological 
consciousness in understanding the dependency of an animal to a human based on 
the main character’s consciousness.  
2) By Speech  
Besides actions, a character’s personality can be seen from what he or she 
says. It means from the way he or she talks and what he or she talks reveal his or 
her nature. In The Talking Earth, Billie is the most dominant character that lead 
the readers know that the portrayal of ecological consciousness can be depicted 
through the character’s speech. Billie’s speech is the reflection of her ecological 
consciousness.  
The first datum shows Billie’s speech for her wonder in providing food for 
herself and Petang to survive in the pit. 
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 “How,” she said to Petang, “how do I catch him? Even so small a bite 
will keep you and me alive for another day. And tomorrow it might rain 
again and we can leave.” She looked at the remains of the venison. “Half a 
meal for each of us. I’d better catch that frog.” (George, 1983: 40). 
 
The speech happens when Billie searches sustenance for herself and Petang. 
Since they are trapped in a cave because of the wildfire, they need to wait the soil 
until it is cold in the cave. To keep them survive, Billie sees a frog near the water 
in the pit. Through her speech, she wonders how to catch the frog for her and 
Petang’s survival. She also says that she tries to divide the reminded meats for 
both of them. The datum shows the readers that there is an interdependence of a 
human and animals. In this case, Billie’s speech implies that she tries to help the 
little otter to survive in the pit by catching a frog as the source of sustenance. Her 
speech in wondering to catch a frog and dividing the venison shows her ecological 
consciousness that an animal also needs a human’s help to survive.       
Speech can be the revelation of the inner feeling toward what a character 
feels. The next datum shows what Billie’s concern to the condition of 
environment as one kind of ecological consciousness.  
“Everything is all right,” she said to Petang with a lilt in her voice. “Even 
the burned island. It’s dark pupa now, but it will burst into a beautiful 
butterfly in the sunlight and rain.” (George, 1983: 55).  
 
The datum occurs when Billie witnesses the aftermath of the wildfire. 
Billie’s speech reflects her personality as a young person who is highly care to her 
surroundings. At first, she feels sad because the land is completely damaged by 
the fire that everything turns into ashes. However, Billie believes that despite the 
heavy damage, nature will flourish again. While Billie observes the damage, 
yellow butterflies flow silently in front of her (George, 1983: 55). Then, the 
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incident leads Billie to say that the burned island will be flourish with the help of 
sunlight and rain. Her speech illustrates the readers that by comparing the 
condition of the land with a butterfly which evolves from a pupa, Billie shows her 
care to the well-being of the island. The analogy that Billie reveals through her 
speech leads the readers to understand that ecological consciousness can be 
depicted through the character’s speech. 
Another datum that shows ecological consciousness portrayed through the 
character’s speech is presented as follows. 
A bobcat caterwauled from far, far away. A fox yipped. Billie Wind lifted 
the mats and sat up. 
“I hear you animals.” She said. “You talk very well. It’s just me that I 
don’t understand you. But I know you are telling me something 
important. Something very, very important.” She found her star in the 
doomed sky. “I will listen until I know what it is.” 
“I resolve here and now not to leave the beautiful pa-hay-okee until I can 
tell Charlie Wind what you are saying.” (George, 1983: 73). 
 
The speech happens when Billie continues her journey heading for the big 
cypress swamp. She hears the sound of a fox and a bobcat that she interprets as 
the way the animals speaks through its howling. The readers can understand from 
what Billie says that animals are able to speak through their howling as the way to 
communicate one another. As the capability of animals to speak is various, Billie 
realizes that in order to interpret what the animals say, she needs time to 
understand its meaning since the sound of the animals signifies something very 
important that humans need to interpret. The statement reveals another kind of 
ecological consciousness in knowing the way nature speaks through the main 
character’s speech. 
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3) By the Author’s Comment  
To define a character’s personality, an author can directly give description, 
explanation, and comment on the character, therefore the readers can determine 
the character’s nature. George as the author directs The Talking Earth through her 
point of view. For this reason, the researcher finds that ecological consciousness is 
also portrayed through the author’s comment on Billie’s personality.  
Some data are presented in revealing ecological consciousness through 
George’s comment on Billie’s personality.       
“A petang, a petang,” she cried joyfully. “Little otter, what are you doing 
here?” Holding out her hand she waited for him to smell her odor of 
friendship and come to her. Last year a black bear on Panther Paw has 
smelled her affection and had walked almost up to her before turning 
away (George, 1983: 37-38). 
  
Meeting the little otter in her hidden place from wildfire, Billie tries to get 
along with the otter by holding her hand to let the little animal comes to her. The 
datum above reveals Billie’s personality as someone who always shows affection 
and care for many animals. George’s comment leads the readers know that 
ecological consciousness that Billie has is formed through her personality by 
making friend with many animals. 
Caring to many animals is one of Billie’s personalities. Her personality 
leads her to build ecological consciousness to understand that every living being is 
a family because they need, and depend on one another (George, 1983: 91). The 
next datum is the portrayal of humans and animals as a family.  
Petang was close at her heels. What a mother otter does, a little otter 
does. Her next movements baffled him, however. (George, 1983: 43).  
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The bolded sentence shows the readers that George defines Billie as the 
mother of the otter reflecting the manifestation of Billie’s ecological 
consciousness on the dependency of an animal on a human. Billie tries to get the 
little animal’s trust; therefore, she can nurture him since he needs her based on 
her’s understanding (George, 1983: 39). As a result, Petang trusts her, and follows 
Billie everywhere she goes as George mentions that the little animal assumes 
Billie as his substitute mother. The author comment shows the readers one kind of 
ecological consciousness in understanding the dependency of a animal on a 
human by knowing that a human can also be a mother of a little animal. 
Besides giving a comment of the main character’s personality, George also 
gives description on what Billie feels after she watches the aftermath of wildfire.          
Billie Wind stepped into the sunlight. She gasped. The island was 
completely destroyed. Rocks, ashes and blackened coals lay everywhere. 
The trees looked like dead men standing in their graves, arms reaching 
towards the Great Spirit. They saddened her.  
A cry sorrow for the trees and orchids and ferns came from deep within 
her as she stood in the cinders of the once beautiful island (George, 
1983: 55). 
 
The bolded sentences provide the readers a portrayal of ecological 
consciousness that Billie has in showing concern to the condition of environment. 
Coming outside from her hidden place after the wildfire, Billie finds that the 
island is completely destroyed. Through George’s description, the readers can 
know that Billie feels sad to the condition of the island because of the wildfire. 
George reveals Billie’s inner feeling on her “a cry sorrow” feeling for the 
damaged plants. George’s description reveals one kind of ecological 
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consciousness that Billie has as a young person who is deeply sad because of the 
damaged island. 
To conclude, character is one of the ways portraying ecological 
consciousness in The Talking Earth. The researcher discovers that revealing 
Billie’s personality shows the readers that her personality contributes in forming 
her ecological consciousness. Through Billie’s actions, speech, and George’s 
comment, the readers are displayed her personality to reveal her ecological 
consciousness. 
b. Setting as Symbol  
Time and place in a children’s story are described by an author as the 
elements of setting of the story (Luken, Smith & Coffel, 2013: 167). Setting is one 
of literary element in constructing a story by bringing the readers’ awareness in a 
particular place and time.  
Identifying the element of setting, the researcher finds that the setting in The 
Talking Earth is integral setting where the story, character, theme, and action are 
influenced by the place where the story is set. Place is the most dominant element 
of setting in the novel rather than time. This is because The Talking Earth tells a 
journey story in the wilderness of Everglade forest in Florida where in the forest, 
the main character does not know the exact time. The story is depicted in some 
details explanation by the author in certain natural places of Everglades forest 
such as the saw grass prairie, the big cypress swamp, Cave Island as the Indian 
heritage site, and several abounded camps of plume hunters.  
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Luken, Smith & Coffel (2013: 172) mention that setting bring seven 
functions in the story although not every story brings the similar function. The 
researcher finds only one function of setting which is setting as symbol related to 
the revelation of ecological consciousness in The Talking Earth.  
Luken, Smith & Coffel (2013: 180) explain that setting also can be seen as 
symbol. Furthermore, a true symbol must be repeated and emphasized, and 
represent something more than literal meaning (Frye in Luken, Smith & Coffel, 
2013: 180). In identifying the setting as symbol in The Talking Earth, the 
researcher discovers that the setting reveals one kind of ecological consciousness 
which is understanding the essence of nature. It means a human understands how 
important nature for many living beings since nature provides life necessities. One 
of them is a home. Nature provides a home from many living beings as a place for 
them to settle, to have protection, and to have a habitant. Everglade forest 
symbolizes a home for many animals and humans after Billie finds out that 
humans cannot leave the Earth since there are no other planets that have the same 
forest like Everglade forest where the diversity of natural places and animals 
exist.  
The first datum explains on the setting as symbol in portraying the essence 
of Everglades forest as a home for supernatural beings that dwell in the forest. 
 “I think,” she said with dignity, “that I should into the pay-hay-okee, the 
Everglades, where these spirits dwell, and stay until I hear the animal 
talk, see the serpent and meet the little people who live underground.” 
(George, 1983: 3).  
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This speech happens when Billie is adjudicated by the councilmen because 
of her doubt to the tradition and legends of Seminole tribe. As the medicine man 
asks Billie what kind of punishment is, Billie offers herself to commit her 
punishment by staying in Everglades forest which she and her people believe with 
many spirits of animal gods dwelling in there. Everglade forest as the setting of 
the story symbolizes a home for many animals that stay in there including a home 
for the spirits of animal gods. This symbolization shows the readers that the 
setting as symbol can reveal the essence of nature that forest can be a home for its 
dwellers; both living and supernatural beings.       
The second datum below presents the way Billie wonders on the existence 
of an Earth-like planet which has the same Everglade forest like in the Earth.    
When Iron Wind worked at night Billie would wait for him outside the 
Space Life Lab, starting up at the stars and wondering which one had a 
sapphire-blue planet with an Everglades and a girl like herself looking 
out toward her (George, 1983: 20). 
After hearing her father’s statement that in the future humans may need to 
leave the Earth to find a new planet because of human actions in polluting it with 
chemical and radiation from atomic weapon and nuclear reactor, Billie always 
wonders on the existence of another planet that can be a new home for 
humankinds (George, 1983, 20). As a young person who has ecological 
consciousness, Billie understands the environmental problems and the essence of 
forest for many living beings. Billie partly believes that what her father say can be 
true. For this reason, she believes that humans need to find another planet which is 
similar to the Earth and has a forest like Everglades. From her assumption, the 
readers can understand that forest is very important for many living beings 
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especially in becoming one of the indicators of a home to be dwelled since forest 
offers many life necessities that its dwellers can get. It shows that Everglade forest 
symbolizes a home for humankinds in a new planet. 
The third datum portrays Billie’s wonder on the presence of Earth-like 
planets that have essential elements like in the Earth.      
 “Who is out there?” she asked. “Who are the people of the stars; and do 
they war and fight other people of the stars like the movies say they do? Do 
they have alligators and panthers? Do they have swamps and tree 
islands? Do they have beautiful birds?” 
A Florida yellow bats out of the forest and tumbled in front of the stars.  
“Can you answer that, bat? Or this? Can you answer this? Do the planets 
that spin around the distant suns have yellows bats like you? And 
finally, are there living things out there? I wonder.” (George, 1983: 97-
98). 
 
One night in her journey while Billie tries to take a rest, Billie looks up at 
the sky and stars, and questions herself. Billie wonders about the life in a new 
planet. She questions many things, and one of them is the existence of natural 
places and animals. The bolded sentences show the readers that forest is a place 
for many living beings where many natural places and animals exist. Knowing 
how important one living being for another living being, and how crucial natural 
places for the life of many animals are, Billie questions on their existence in a new 
planet. Billie’s wonder shows the readers that a forest like Everglades forest 
represents a home for many living beings since the forest is the place where the 
diversity of animals and natural places exist.           
The last datum depicts Billie’s new understanding on how precious the 
Earth is as a home planet for humans.  
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“They say there is no other planet in all the universe with turtles and 
panthers and saw grass upon it. There are no spacemen, no Martians, no 
people of the constellation. Just us.” (George, 1983: 150).  
The quotation occurs when Billie and Oat witness the aftermath of the 
hurricane. Billie comes to her conclusion that there is no planets that can replace 
the Earth as their home planet since Billie realizes that she will never find many 
animals and natural places that bring significant roles in the life on the Earth in 
other planets. Furthermore, from the interpretation that Billie gets while she 
observes the way animals talks, Billie realizes that the Earth is a place where 
many living beings find their mates, habitants, shelters, protection, and 
sustenance. The Earth from its nature provides life necessities for living beings. 
Moreover, Billie finds that there are no “… two leaves alive, two flowers, two 
fishes, two panthers, two turtles… two pay-hay-okee…” since those only exist on 
the Earth (George, 1983: 150). From here, the readers can understand that the 
Earth from its forest where natural places and animals exist represents a home 
planet that humans cannot be ever replaced.       
Setting as symbol in The Talking Earth shows the readers the essence of 
nature as one kind of ecological consciousness. The setting that sets in Everglades 
forest leads the readers to notice that the forest is not only literally a wilderness 
place, yet the forest represents a home for many animals and natural places.  
c. Omniscient Point of View  
Whose mind and view of the story determines a narrator of a story (Luken, 
Smith & Coffel, 2013: 191). Who is the narrator and how much the narrator 
knows the event of the story also determine how the story develops. In The 
 88 
 
Talking Earth, the author, George, is the one who narrates the story as omniscient 
point of view.  
Luken, Smith & Coffel (2013: 192) explain that this kind of point of view 
shows the readers an unlimited view in every detail of conscious and unconscious 
feeling, thought, and actions. The narrator has a privilege to know everything 
related to the story. Moreover, the narrator gives helpful and additional 
information for the readers to understand the story.  
Through the narrator’s description and comments on the story, many kinds 
of ecological consciousness can be constructed, and they help the readers to know 
and understand the story in The Talking Earth. Several data related to George’s 
point of view in portraying ecological consciousness are presented as follows.   
On her way back to camp she came upon a coconut palm and patted it 
affectionately. This tree was all things to the Indians; it was food, 
shelter, clothing, rope, fish netting, shade. The Indians planted them all 
over the glades. (George, 1983: 63). 
 
The quotation above shows the readers the essence of nature to provide 
humans’ life necessities through the narrator’s description. George narrates the 
story that a coconut palm can fulfil many benefit for Indian people. While Billie 
repairs her damaged boat because of wildfire, she searches food in her way back 
to her camp, and find a coconut palm. From the George’s narration, it can be seen 
that the coconut palm can be sustenance, life utilities, and protection. 
Another kind of ecological consciousness that the narrator portrays through 
her point of view is the movement of animals as their way to shows a certain 
phenomenon that can be the way how the animals speak.   
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She returned to her possessions and, slinging the pouch over her shoulder, 
hurried toward the pit. A deer, ears back, eyes wide with fright, bolted 
across the mound and ran full speed for the far side of the island where 
her dugout was beached. 
“What’s the matter with you?” she called to the deer.  
“It is the storm that bad?” The deer was silent. “Please talk,” she called 
facetiously. 
A march rabbit bounded over the ferns, running full out for the far side 
of the island. He zigged and zagged as rabbits do to confuse an enemy. 
The barred owl took off toward the east, and overhead, a flock of wood 
stroks frantically winged in the same direction. They squawked as they 
kept in touch with each other.  
“What’s going on?” she called to them. “Let Charlie Wind be right. Speak. 
Tell me why all the animals are frightened.” (George, 1983: 26-27). 
 
From the bolded sentences, the narrator shows the readers how the animals 
with their fear expressions move to somewhere. In the beginning of her journey, 
Billie observes the clouds, and predicts that there will be rain. However, she 
misinterprets the signs since wildfire is the natural phenomena that is about to 
happen. From this incident, Billie then realizes that the movement of the animals 
signifies something meaningful that lead her to notice that animals has ability to 
speak through their movement based on George’s point of view. 
The quotation below shows the readers on the essence of nature as the 
portrayal of ecological consciousness. 
She awoke under an arch of red mangroves. The sun lit the water, sending 
ripple of light running on the underside of the dark oval leaves. She sat up. 
Several egrets and herons stalked the shallows under the root arches. 
Shrimps larvae darted in jerks and spurts through the water. Beady-eyed fish 
swam by. The mangrove swamps are nurseries for many of the sea 
creatures, and they darkened the water with their whirling masses 
(George, 1983: 113). 
 
The narrator shows the readers the activities of many animals in the swamp 
of Everglades forest. Billie feels relief that dams and gates do not block her way 
to pass under the bridge of highway. She pulls over, and rests in an open water. In 
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the morning, she witnesses activities that happen in nature as every days’ natural 
phenomena. In the end, George gives her opinion that the mangrove swamp 
becomes a habitant of many animals. From George’s view, the readers can reveal 
the essence of the tree in the swamp which is one kind of ecological 
consciousness as a home for many animals.  
Besides narrating the story, the narrator also gives additional information for 
the readers about the condition of manatees as the manifestation of ecological 
consciousness in showing concern to the condition of the animal.     
She eased into the water without making a ripple, went under and paddled 
toward the gentle mammal of the warm coastal waters of North and South 
America. These peaceable sirens once lived in great numbers, feeding on 
the weeds in rivers and estuaries, but rapidly died out with the coming 
of the motorboat. High-speed propellers slashed and wounded the 
sirens until only a rare few exist (George, 1983: 122). 
 
The bolded sentences above tell the readers that the narrator gives additional 
information about the condition of manatee. She narrates that the population of 
the manatee used to be in great numbers. Yet, after the coming of the motorboat, 
their population decreases. It happens due to propellers of the motorboat that spin 
in high speed. As omniscient point of view, George has a privilege to give helpful 
information to the readers; therefore the readers understand the story. From this 
information the readers can understand that the manatees become endanger 
animals as the impact of humans’ activity to abuse nature leading to the 
decreasing number of the manatees.  
Omniscient point of view becomes one of literary elements that shows the 
portrayal of ecological consciousness in The Talking Earth. George as the narrator 
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shows the readers many kinds of ecological consciousness through her narration, 
opinion, and additional information of the story.  
d. Explicit Theme 
By combining all elements of literature, a theme can be revealed as an idea 
of a story (Luken, Smith & Coffel, 2013: 239).  It means a theme comes from a 
whole element that holds together that shows a significant insight about human 
nature, condition, or society. Nodelman & Reiner (2003: 67) adds that revealing a 
theme in a story is how the readers discover a message in the story to gain the 
moral values of the story.  
The researcher who is as well as the reader discovers many themes related 
to the portrayal of ecological consciousness which is expressed in explicit ways. 
Therefore, the readers can find ecological consciousness through explicit themes. 
An explicit theme is revealed in openly and clearly statement. Usually, an explicit 
theme is stated in a sentence. The Talking Earth shows the readers explicit themes 
that can be seen from the characters’ utterances and the author’s narration. There 
are several quotations that the researcher discovers as the explicit theme in 
portraying ecological consciousness.  
“We are a tribe of Seminole Indians,” he said in a solemn voice. “We 
believed that each person is part of the Great spirit who is the wind and 
the rain and the sun and the Earth, and the air above the Earth. 
Therefore we can not order or command anyone.” He paused. “But we 
do agree that you should be punished for being a doubter.” (George, 1983: 
3) 
 
The quotation appears when Charlie, who is Billie’s uncle and the medicine 
man of Seminole tribe, remains Billie their identity as Seminole tribe who 
believes nature and humans having a strong connection. Since Billie does not 
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believe with the legend and tradition of Seminole tribe, Charlie tries to define the 
identity of Seminole tribe that every person is connected to nature because they 
are part of nature. Therefore, humans have no right to command other beings 
since they have the same position. Charlie’s statement explicitly gives the readers 
a significant insight about equality between humans and nature because nature 
also have the same position like humans based on the belief of Seminole tribe.  
Another massage related to ecological consciousness about the equality 
between humans and nature is presented below.  
Alligators stoically watched her pass, their eyes like jewels set in knotty 
sockets. To Billie Wind they were no longer frightening. The gators were 
members of the swamps community with rights like hers and Petang’s 
to live and eat and die (George, 1983: 75). 
 
Billie continues her journey to the swamp area in Everglades forest. While 
she poles her boat, she hears the sounds of many animals, and watches alligators 
watching her. She does not feel afraid anymore seeing the alligator since the 
animal is a member in the swamp community. The author’s narration gives a clear 
statement that every living being has right to feel the life like Billie and Petang. 
Her statement gives the readers a lesson that the gators also have right to have a 
good life like other living beings showing the equality among living beings in 
swamp community of Everglades forest.    
Another George’s narration that shows an explicit theme related to the 
essence of nature is stated as follows.  
That evening she tied up beside an island and climbed up a small hill to 
sleep above the mosquitoes. A family of armadillos rooted noisily in the 
leaves, and two raccoons fought over a fish in a pool. But she did not mind 
the noises. The swamp was an enormous shelter, and Billie Wind felt 
safe (George, 1983: 77). 
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Her journey brings Billie many understandings about nature in the life of 
humans and its significance for them. Until she arrives in the swamp, she is in a 
point where she admits that animals are able to speak through their signs, 
movements, and sounds. Moreover, she erases her fear to many wild animals that 
she encounters and begins to accept that animals and nature is part to humans’ 
life. She feels that the forest is home for every living beings. The bolded sentence 
shows the readers that the author narration states explicitly a significant insight 
that nature from its swamp becomes a shelter for many living beings giving them 
a place to live and grow. It shows the essence of nature for many living beings 
that provide a shelter for them. From the shelter, they can live, grow, look for 
food, mate, and protection.     
A significant insight of ecological consciousness that the researcher finds in 
The Talking Earth reveals humans’ obligation to protect nature.  
“I hear the turtle speak today,” Billie Wind said. 
“The turtle speak?” Oats scratched his head. “What did she say?” 
“That we must love the Earth or it will look like this.” 
“What else did she say?” 
“That life can be destroyed unless we work at saving it.” (George, 1983: 
149) 
 
At the end of her journey, Billie overcomes her confusions, and brings her 
new understanding about the life of humans on the Earth and the talking animals. 
Billie realizes that the Earth is precious for many living beings to be the home 
planet. It because the Earth gives shelter and protection for its dwellers, and 
becomes a place for the existence of many animals and natural places that she can 
never find in another planet. After Billie and Oats survive from the hurricane, they 
come out from their hidden place, and witness the aftermath of the hurricane. At 
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this point, Billie is aware that despite humans’ action in damaging nature and the 
occurrence of environmental degradation, humans need to care and protect nature 
as Billie says “love” toward the Earth. Through her observation and interpretation 
in the turtle behaviour, and after she is exposed by the aftermath of hurricane, 
Billie realizes that going out to find another planet is not the solution for 
environmental problems. Instead, a real action is the solution to save the 
environment. Billie’s speech shows the readers a significant insight that humans 
need to do a real effort to save the environment. Otherwise, the environment will 
damage like a place gets hit by a hurricane.  
Explicit themes show the readers many significant insights that can be 
lessons about the relation of humans and nature. The explicit themes show 
ecological consciousness about equality among living beings, the essence of 
nature, and human’s obligation in saving nature.  
 
B. Discussion  
Human population will always increase every single time. The more humans 
exist in the Earth, the more humans need to consume what the Earth has through 
its nature. However, there is an unbalance condition between the existence of 
humans and the ability of nature to provide goods and services for them. Humans 
with their abusive actions exploit nature in order to fulfil their basic needs that 
cause damage for it. There is no way that humans can stop using nature since 
nature is the most crucial and fundamental agent to sustain their life. Because of 
this reason, humans will always change nature in whatsoever condition because 
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humans tend to affect their environment. As a consequence, environmental crises 
unavoidably occur in almost every surface of the Earth. 
  Actions for preserving environment are much needed in order to resort the 
condition of the environment to attain its welfare. However, actions cannot be 
done without an awareness that influences their way of thinking and belief. People 
still lack of awareness in discerning how important nature for their every day’s 
life. As a result, ecological consciousness is crucial and needed to be grown. This 
kind of consciousness lead people to care and concern to the condition of the 
environment. Moreover, this consciousness leads people to respect the existence 
of nonhuman beings such as animals and plants since they also have rights to have 
a maximum satisfaction to live on the Earth. Therefore, humans will realize that 
an action to damage nature is like their way to seize other beings’ right to have a 
good life on the Earth.       
Correlating to the need to have ecological consciousness, children are the 
strategic agent to have ecological consciousness. Childhood is the golden age for 
children since they have a maximum brain power to absorb information that affect 
their future behaviour (Stonehouse & Mansur as cited in Kurnia & Hasni, 2016: 
107). Moreover, they have an open mind and behavior rather than adults who are 
hardly to change their behavior since they already have ingrained habits (Madress, 
2008: 5). For this reason, growing ecological consciousness in children’s selves 
can give significant influences for their life in preserving environment.  
Literature is an effective way to give children exposure related to ecological 
issues, and becomes a medium to transfers massages of environmental 
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preservations.  Activities like reading and interpreting storybooks will depict 
phenomena that reflects the realistic phenomena. Furthermore, a storybook can be 
a site for an ideological effect to influence children to grow and more likely to 
have ecological consciousness. For that matter, children’s books give a very 
significant role in forming children’s behavior to take care of their environment.  
The Talking Earth is one of children’s book which brings phenomena that 
show children to the manifestations of ecological consciousness. Before children 
can act directly to save their environment, they need to have understandings 
related to the importance of nature. It can be said that before children move to 
practical level, they need to sustain their mind with many insights in their 
awareness level. As a result, their awareness leads them to engagement to take 
care of the environment. The Talking Earth shows many understandings related to 
the importance of nature and the relationship between humans and nature through 
the depiction of ecological consciousness. For this reason, The Talking Earth can 
be counted as one of storybooks in building environmental awareness.     
The many understandings can be seen during Billie’s journey in the 
wilderness of Everglades forest. Billie witnesses many natural phenomena such as 
natural disaster, food chain, and every day’s activities of plants and animals. 
Those illuminate Billie from her confusion toward the meaning of the animals 
gods talk as a legend of her tribe, and the need of humans to move to another 
Earth-like planet because of environmental problems and humans’ destructive 
actions. Moreover, from those exposures, Billie combines her close observation of 
her journey with the knowledge that she gets from the school space center and her 
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concern toward the condition of the environment resulting on her ecological 
consciousness. 
Not only Billie’s understandings, but also Billie’s actions to survive in the 
forest, and to nurture little animals which she finds during her journey also 
become the forms of her ecological consciousness. It can be said that Billie’s 
ecological consciousness does not appear as the result of her direct experience 
with nature, yet she naturally has this kind of consciousness within herself. Her 
personality can be a role model for children as a young person who has highly 
concern to the well-being of nonhuman brings and environment. 
According to John Lock and Jean Jacques Rousseau (Lesnik-Oberstein as 
cited in Ginting, 2015: 34), a direct experience and a book that shows an 
experience in nature are needed for children in order to build their concern toward 
environment especially nature. For that matter, The Talking Earth shows that 
nature is a learning space since it shows Billie’s struggle to fill herself with many 
understandings through natural phenomena while she faces a direct experience of 
nature in Everglades forest. Those many understandings is the manifestation of 
her ecological consciousness.  
The literary elements of the story help the depiction of ecological 
consciousness to be real and strongly embodied within the novel. These are 
character, setting as symbol, explicit theme, and omniscient point of view. Those 
elements make the story to be understood in a smooth way while the readers 
especially children enjoy the reading activity.  Therefore, besides educational 
values, the readers also can feel pleasure of reading.  
 98 
 
The depiction of four kinds of ecological consciousness help its readers to 
know and understand that nature has a crucial role in humans’ life because nature 
gives its essence for living beings’ live. Moreover, the readers can recognize that 
there is a strong connection between their lives with their environment. The 
interdependence between living beings and nature gives its readers an insight that 
without nature they cannot survive and live on the Earth. As a result, the readers 
can realize the importance of nature not only for humans, but also for all living 
beings that dwell on the Earth.  
Furthermore, by showing care and worry toward the condition of animals 
and environment, the readers will realize that it is a first step to begin saving the 
environment and animals. Hopefully, they begin to think toward their 
surroundings through the portrayal of Billie’s concern. Her character illuminates 
the readers that ecological consciousness builds humans’ sensitivity to notice 
many kinds of environmental problems engulfing the Earth; therefore, humans 
need to act carefully to prevent the condition to get worse. Billie’s ecological 
consciousness also teaches the readers to respect the existence of nonhuman 
beings. The readers can digest that other beings also has ability to talk through 
their ways. From here, the readers hopefully can realize that humans are not the 
most significant beings on the Earth, yet other beings are also as significant as 
humans’ existence. Nature exists not only to sustain the need of humans, but they 
also exist on the Earth because they have right to live and also feel a maximal 
satisfaction to flourish and blossom.     
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As a storybook which belongs to the genre of realistic fiction, The Talking 
Earth makes the four kinds of ecological consciousness real and believable 
because the author portrays the story as realistic as possible. With the help of 
literary elements in constructing the story, The Talking Earth can be a way of its 
readers especially child readers to grow their ecological consciousness to always 
look after their surroundings in maintaining the welfare of nature as well as the 
future of the Earth.   
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSION 
 
The researcher concludes that ecological consciousness in George’s The 
Talking Earth after revealing the kinds of ecological consciousness, and 
identifying the ways ecological consciousness portrayed in the novel into three 
points presented in the followings. 
1.   Ecological consciousness is strongly embodied in The Talking Earth. 
The researcher finds four kinds of ecological consciousness which are 
understanding the essence of nature, showing concern to the condition of 
nature, understanding the interdependence between living beings and nature, 
and knowing the way nature speaks.  
The first kind of ecological consciousness which is understanding the 
essence of nature shows the main character’s understandings on the 
importance of the goods and services that nature provides for living beings, 
the role of animals for the stability of the swamp community, and for 
inspiring humans how to survive living on the Earth. Nature from its 
essence that can be seen from its goods, services, and animals give a 
remarkable distribution to sustain the life of humans and other living beings. 
The second kind of ecological consciousness is showing concern to 
the condition of nature which is shown by Billie in rejecting a tradition of 
Seminole tribe for calling the rain because of drought that engulf in Florida 
for very long time. Her rejection implies that humans need to get into a real 
action rather that an old ritual for saving the environment. She also portrays 
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her worry about the decreasing number of bird population because of the 
hunting activities, and her hope about the increasing number of the panther 
population since she is aware that panther is one of endanger species. The 
damage of nature by humans’ activities lead Billie questioning herself about 
the future condition of the animals. Billie’s concern shows deep empathy to 
the occurrence of the environmental problems because of humans’ actions 
and activities as the portrayal of a human’s awareness and sensitivity to the 
environment.  
The third kind of ecological consciousness is understanding the 
interdependence between living beings and nature. It can be seen when 
Billie proves what her uncle has said in the process of feeding relationship. 
Every living being depends on one another, and nature becomes the first 
party in sustaining the life of producers as the beginning of life. The 
interdependency also can be depicted by Billie’s action for nurturing the 
little otter and panther because she believes that the little animals need other 
beings to take care of them. Because of this interdependence, the 
relationship between humans and nature is interrelated, even there is a 
strong connection among humans and nature which leads Billie to assume 
that humans and animals are like a family.  
The last kind of ecological consciousness is knowing the ways nature 
speaks. This is a realization that nature is also able to speak through its sign 
and movement. This kind of consciousness is shown when Billie admits that 
animals are able to speak through their movement, sound, and behaviour 
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which show their intention that can be interpreted by other beings, humans 
in particular. By knowing the way nature speaks, Billie becomes the 
representation of a human child who try to eliminate her superiority by 
admitting other being’s capability of speaking based on their position. 
Admitting that nature has ability to speak, she views nature as alive, active, 
and significant on the Earth in order to establish equality. 
 
2.   The ways of the ecological consciousness portrayed in The Talking 
Earth are through four literary elements. They are character, setting, point 
of view, and theme. 
The first literary element in portraying ecological consciousness is 
character through the character’s action, speech, and the author’s comment 
toward the character. Billie’s character becomes the most dominant 
character in delivering ecological consciousness because she is the main 
character of the story. Therefore, her action, speech, and the author’s 
comment toward Billie give a big influence in creating Billie’s personality 
which contribute to the formation of her ecological consciousness.  
The second literary element is setting. The setting also helps the 
readers in constructing the meaning of the story regarding the issues of 
ecological consciousness. In the function of setting, the setting becomes a 
symbol of a home both on the Earth and other planets. Everglades forest as 
the setting symbolizes as a home for many animals to live, and many natural 
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places exist. Moreover, Billie assumes that the existence of forest like 
Everglades forest in Earth-like planet can be a new home for humans.  
The third literary element is point of view. Omniscient point of view 
is used by the author to narrate the story. Through omniscient point of view, 
many kinds of ecological consciousness can be depicted. Moreover, George 
has privilege to give additional information for the readers about condition 
of the environment and animals.  
The last literary element in depicting ecological consciousness is 
theme which is explicit theme. The explicit theme can be found in the 
narration of the author, and the main character’s speech. The explicit theme 
gives significant insights for the readers about the equality between humans 
and nature and the obligation of humans to protect nature.  
 The depiction of four kinds of ecological consciousness makes The Talking 
Earth to be one of great storybooks that fulfils the need for children in growing 
their sensitivity toward the surroundings. Therefore, children can be a future 
generation that knows and understands in keeping sustainability of the 
environment. With the help of four literary elements, the readers can absorb the 
meaning of the story, and recognize environmental issue which increases 
children’s awareness.   
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A. APPENDIX I 
THE SUMMARY OF J. C. GEORGE’S THE TALKING EARTH 
The councilmen of Seminole tribe gather to adjudicate a young girl named 
Billie Wind because of her doubts toward Seminole legend and custom. Billie 
questions the truth of Seminole old custom and a legend about animal gods who 
talk which are unrealistic compared to the real problems of nuclear war, pollution, 
and environmental degradation. At the end of the meeting, the councilmen decide 
that Billie must venture into the wilderness of Everglades forest to prove that the 
legend and custom are real. By punishing Billie, Charlie tries to teach Billie that 
the legend and costume have a profound meaning related to how humans and 
nature live harmoniously.  
Accompanied by her sister, Mary Wind, Billie begins her journey to Lost 
Dog Island. On the way to the forest, Billie argues to Mary because she has 
reported Billie to the councilmen. Billie is angry at her sister. She leaves her 
sister, and takes the journey alone. She continues her journey with a dugout by 
drifting along the river of grass. She meets animals like a turtle, an owl, and a 
woodpecker. Believing that talking means speaking in human language, Billie 
says that those animals cannot talk. Going further to the forest to find a spot to 
rest, Billie realizes that all animals are restless and frightened. Finally, she 
understands that the animals are moving because there is wildfire.  
Billie goes to a pit, Cave Island, nearby to save herself from the wildfire. In 
the pit, Billie meets an otter, namely Petang. Apparently, Billie finds out that 
Cave Island is a home of her ancestors, Calusa. She realizes how cleaver and 
creative they are, and begins to change her judgment toward Seminole custom. 
She understands the significant meaning of little people as the representations of 
Seminole tribe’s ancestors. While she is staying in the pit, Billie asks the otter to 
find food, and keeps him to accompany her.  
The land is cold enough to walk on, and Billie continues to venture to 
Everglades forest together with Petang. On the way, Billie meets a flock of white 
ibis, and says that the flock talks to her because through its movement they show 
her the way where the green grass is. After finding out that her dugout is burned 
down, Billie builds another boat as her way to go home. While she is making the 
boat, she finds two bulldozers drive into the mound of Cave Island. She feels 
frustrated because the white men are going to change the forest to build an airport. 
Then she assumes that she needs to leave the Earth to another Earth-like planet 
because the environment is degrading. With a heavy broken heart, Billie continues 
her journey with her new boat.  
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When she arrives in a shallow lake, she finds a little panther. Later on, she 
decides to take the panther on her journey, and name him Coootchobee. While on 
the journey, Billie acts as a nurturer, and keeps providing food for her and both 
her companions. Billie continues her journey to the deeper area of the forest. 
Eventually, Billie meets with a male adult panther. The panther almost attacks 
Billie yet she feels peaceful. Seeing Coootchobee, the adult panther takes him, 
and goes to the forest. For the next weeks, Billie drifts along to several natural 
places.  She meets a turtle, and names her Burden. She sees that Burden is able to 
speak yet she still cannot find out what Burden tries to tell Billie. Like Petang and 
Coootchobee, she takes Burden to come with her.  
Billie continues her journey. On her way, she notices many natural 
phenomena that lead her to be suspicious on something while she is in the beach. 
She notices that the cloud is odd and the animals move from their habitants. 
Finally, Billie understands why animals act weird and the atmosphere changes. 
There will be hurricane. She decides to go inland safely following White heron 
birds as a way of Seminole people in finding luck. She waits for Petang to come 
back yet Petang does not come and find his mate. Feeling sad, Billie leaves Petang 
and his mate and begins to search a high land. 
Billie fights against the high tidal waves for several hours. She keeps 
peddling and holding to the boat when a high wave comes. She finally succeeds to 
ground the boat in a bay and move to the land. Once she finds a place, Billie 
meets Oats Tiger, a twelve year old boy who is on his mission to change his name. 
Both of them find a cave nearby and take a shelter in there. In the cave, Billie and 
Oats meets Coootchobee. Billie introduces the little panther to Oats.  
After the storm is over, Billie sees the sun rises again and comes out from 
the cave followed by Oats. Billie says to Oats that she hears the turtle speaks and 
understands its meaning. From her interpretation, humans need to love Earth or 
the Earth will look like the place got hit by a storm. She accepts that there are no 
other Earth-like planet since there are not two leaves, two flowers, two pay-hay-
okees forests, two her and two him alike. At the end, Billie returns to home 
because she has understood what she has confused about animals gods who talk, 
serpent, and little men. Billie believes that as long as humans care for nature, the 
Earth will not degrade.  
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B. APPENDIX II 
Table 1. The Data Sheet for the First Objective: The Kinds of Ecological Consciousness in The Talking Earth 
No. Category Quotation Page Explanation 
1.  1. a. Understanding the 
Essence of Nature 
Presently a thought replaced her fear. She 
remembered that a tortoise had fallen 
into the water and that many, many 
snake had slithered into the pit. All 
were good food. She unpacked her 
deerskin  pouch, placed the pot on the 
ground and pondered.  
35 Billie notices many animals that fall into the cave 
as the impact of wildfire can be the food for her to 
survive in the cave. Billie knows that nature 
through its animals provides sustenance. 
2.  1. a. Understanding the 
Essence of Nature 
“Petang,” she shouted excitedly. “We 
will live. A fish, a fish.” With quick jab 
she thrust her finger into the gills to make 
sure the bass did not escape, set the net 
again and ran back to the cave. 
41-42 Billie knows that the fish can keep her and Petang 
to survive in the cave. It means Billie understands 
the essence of nature to provide food for their 
survival.  
3.  1. a. Understanding the 
Essence of Nature 
For two days no fish swam into the net. 
“This is bad news, Petang,” she said, the 
third morning. 
“I think we’ve caught all the fish there 
are in this hole, and the Earth is still 
too hot for us to leave.” Slowly she 
walked around the ledge at the water 
ledge, looking for dead snake or turtles or 
even beetles to eat. 
45 Billie knows that fish as the food can keep her and 
Petang to survive. This is why it is a bad news 
when there are no fishes. Billie understands that 
nature through its animals is important to keep 
them alive. 
4.  1. a. Understanding the Putting down Petang, she turned slowly, 57 Billie finds an island full of trees that produce 
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No. Category Quotation Page Explanation 
Essence of Nature looking at the devastation and here and 
there a new green shoot. At last she saw 
an island to the southwest. 
“There is, Petang,” she said. “On that 
island is a tree, and that tree will be 
our boat.” 
woods as the material to build a new boat. Billie 
knows the essence of nature to produce woods as 
its good to make a new transportation.    
5.  1. a. Understanding the 
Essence of Nature 
“You are too curious for your own good,” 
she said sternly. “Perhaps you should be 
on punishment, too. A dunking? A 
spanking? Or leaving you here to starve 
to death?” The sunlight fell on the young 
panther’s healthy fur, turning him into a 
bright golden object. 
“That would be sinful,” she said “There 
are only a few of you left on Earth. And 
you do good work. You keep life 
balanced in the swamp.” She reached 
out and rubbed his twisting ears.  
97 Billie resists punishing the little panther because 
she understands how important a panther for the 
balance of ecosystem. Billie is aware that a 
predator like a panther has a role to control the 
population of its prey so their existence can help 
to establish the stability of the swamp community. 
6.  1. a. Understanding the 
Essence of Nature 
She examined her scratches, then washed 
them with water. Docking the boat she 
walked into the grass and picked the 
leaves of a plant called poor man’s 
patches, which she pasted on her 
wounds. They stuck like Band-Aids 
and stopped the bleeding, for they have 
fuzzy spikes on the underside that 
adhere to almost everything.  
99 Fixing her wound, Billie searches leaves of a plant 
for medicine to plaster the wound. She is aware 
that nature also provides its good for medicine 
from poor man’s patches leaves to heal her injury.     
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No. Category Quotation Page Explanation 
7.  1. a. Understanding the 
Essence of Nature 
“We’re okey,” she said reassuringly. 
“Coootchoobee is not worried; and he 
knows a lot. Charlie Wind once told me 
we must keep the animals on Earth, for 
they know everything: How to keep 
warm, predict the stroms, live in 
darkness or blazing sun, how to 
navigate the skies, to organize societies, 
how to make chemicals and fireproof 
skins. The animals know the Earth as 
we do not.” 
141 Billie tries to calm Oats. She knows that both of 
them are safe because Coootchobee can keep them 
safe. Billie understands the essence of animals for 
humans’ life since animals know many things for 
being survive on the Earth.  
8.  1. a. Understanding the 
Essence of Nature 
“I hear what you are saying, Burden. At 
least, I hear your massage. It’s the Earth 
that matters. Not the stars or the 
comets, but the plain old Earth. And 
you are right. It’s all we’ve got. Dig it 
lovely.” 
148 Billie interprets the behaviour of the turtle that 
Earth is very essential for all creatures’ life since 
Earth provides a giant shelter. Billie understands 
that Earth is the essential place that can be a 
shelter, and can protect its dwellers.  
9.  1. a. Understanding the 
Essence of Nature 
One morning as she came down the steps, 
she stopped and stared into the water. In 
the shallows near the cave entrance a 
bright green object shone. 
“a plant,” she said. “Petang, Petang, the 
sun is pulling life out of death.” 
Rolling up her pants, she waded onto the 
mud shelf and cut off the new shoot of a 
pickled weed. The young leaves were 
pleasant to taste and Billie Wind ate them 
49 Billie knows how important sun for other 
creatures because its light helps the plant growing 
inside the cave to live.  
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where she was, for she had not had green 
vegetables for many days. 
10.  1. a. Understanding the 
Essence of Nature 
“Where did a plant come from in this 
burned world?” she asked herself. 
Reaching into the mud, she felt hard, 
round balls and brought them up. 
“Seed,” she said. “Dropped by the birds 
who eat them?” She wondered how long 
the had laid there waiting for the sun: 
mounts, years, decades, perhaps. One 
question solved only presented another. 
This she did know: the seeds would never 
have sprouted had not the fire burned off 
the tree and let the sun into the pit. 
“Nature plans a head for her disaster,” 
she said, reaching for another sproutling.  
50 Billie notices that after the wildfire burns the tree, 
the sunlight comes inside the cave, and lights up 
the plant so the plant can live. Billie understands 
how nature works after its disaster happens to 
always support the life of many living creatures.    
11.  1. a. Understanding the 
Essence of Nature 
“The fire must have driven them here,” 
she concluded. “Good,” she added. “Food 
will be no problem.” Snakes were 
delicacy, sweeter than chicken. She 
would eat well while she made her boat.  
63 Billie realizes that the wildfire affects many 
snakes to move to another place. She notices that 
the snakes can be the food for her and Petang’s 
survival. 
12.  1. a. Understanding the 
Essence of Nature 
“Where did the ancient people come 
from?” she had asked Whispering Wind 
as she turned a piece over in her hands.  
“From Asia,” she had answered. “They 
crossed the Bering land bridge to North 
America thousands and thousands of 
34 Seminole tribe believes that the great spirit is 
every element of nature such as air, wind, rain, 
Earth, and sun. Whispering Wind knows the 
essence of Everglade forest for the life of ancient 
people because the forest fulfils the basic needs of 
ancient people who dwell in the forest. She adds 
 115 
 
No. Category Quotation Page Explanation 
years ago with all the other American 
Indians. And they moved southward for 
thousands of years until they found the 
beautiful pay-hay-okee and lived in 
health and peace. The Great spirit was 
good to them and to Florida.” 
that these elements support the life in Florida as 
well. 
13.  1. b. Showing Concern to 
the Condition of Nature 
“But it doesn’t really make the rain fall, 
does it, Charlie Wind?” 
“Yes,” he had answered. 
“But you have asked the sky to rain every 
day for a year and it hasn’t rained. South 
Florida is still dry. Our gardens are 
shivering.” 
5 Billie convinces her uncle that the medicine 
bundle as the sacred things in Seminole tribe 
cannot bring rain since there has been drought in 
Florida for a long time. Billie shows her worry 
that drought has engulfed Florida that makes the 
environment dry including their garden.  
14.  1. b. Showing Concern to 
the Condition of Nature 
Billie Wind leaned over the side of the 
boat and watched schools of two inch 
mosquito fish swim along trails in the 
submerged forests. One little fish 
swallowed a mosquito larva that was 
wriggling toward the surface for air. A 
long-nosed garfish swallowed the 
mosquito fish. 
“And who will eat you?” she asked the 
garfish. 
“Bulldozers, canal digger and nuclear 
bombs,” she answered, quoting her father 
and her teacher at the Kennedy Space 
Center School. “Then people will move 
14-15 Because Billie knows that humans damage the 
environment, Billie assumes the next process in 
food chain is similar to the way humans destroy 
the garfish with bulldozer, canal digger and 
nuclear bombs. Then she believes that humans 
need to find another planet because the Earth 
cannot be dwelled anymore.  
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to another planet, a planet that the 
spaceships will find circling another sun. 
Five-course dinners will grow on trees 
and there will be beds of orchids to sleep 
on. Medicine men will be scientist and 
children will be born knowing 
everything.”  
15.  1. b. Showing Concern to 
the Condition of Nature 
“We may need to move off the Earth 
someday. We are polluting this planet 
with chemicals and radiation from 
atomic weapons and nuclear reactors. 
Mankind is forcing mankind out into 
space to find another planet.” 
20 Iron Wind, Billie’s father, believes that human is 
the one who spread pollution and radiation from 
hazardous material. He predicts that looking how 
bad the damage human commits toward nature, 
human may need to move from the Earth. Billie’s 
father shows his concern to the condition of the 
environment by predicting that human forces other 
human to find a new planet.   
16.  1. b. Showing Concern to 
the Condition of Nature 
“I see why the scientists want to find 
other planet for us to live on,” she said 
softly to no one in particular. 
“This one will soon be bare.” 
49 Billie is aware how fragile the nature now so the 
scientists need to find another planet for humans. 
It shows her concern for nature.      
17.  1. b. Showing Concern to 
the Condition of Nature 
“That is a plume hunter’s camp.” Mamau 
Whispering Wind’s mother had told her 
of the plume hunters who shot almost all 
the snowy egrets for their beautiful 
plumes. “Once the sky was white with 
birds,” the old women had said. “Once 
the pa-hay flowered with them. Then 
one day they were all gone except a few 
79 Billie recalls a story from her grandmother about 
what the plume hunters have done toward birds. 
From her grandmother’s story, white men 
decrease the population of the bird because they 
kill many birds. They also commit deforestation 
and drain the glade which impact to the loss of 
habitat and the source of food for the birds that 
makes many of them died. Both Billie’s 
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that roosted near the villages. Finally 
the white man passed a law against 
killing birds and the plume hunters 
were arrested and went away. Over the 
years the Indian birds had young and 
their young had young. Now there are 
many birds. But the pay-hay-okee will 
never see the great numbers again 
because the white men also cut down 
the nesting trees and drained the 
glades. There is not enough food for 
great numbers of birds anymore.” 
grandmother and herself know these problems as 
their way to concern toward the condition of the 
bird population.  
18.  1. b. Showing Concern to 
the Condition of Nature 
“A coootchobee,” she gasped. “Petang, 
the star person is a panther. Panthers are 
rare. Mamau Whispering Wind says 
they are almost gone from this Earth. ”   
82 Billie shows her concern to the panther since she 
notices that the existence of panther on the Earth 
almost gone, and they become endangered 
species. 
19.  1. b. Showing Concern to 
the Condition of Nature 
“Almost every day a bird dies,” she said 
to Coootchobee. “You might as well 
have them as the gators.” 
86 Billie is worry because of the decrease of bird 
population. She knows that as a predator like an 
alligator, the panther will also eat the bird, as she 
assumes, which impact to the decrease of the bird 
population.    
20.  1. b. Showing Concern to 
the Condition of Nature 
“You are too curious for your own good,” 
she said sternly. “Perhaps you should be 
on punishment, too. A dunking? A 
spanking? Or leaving you here to starve 
to death?” The sunlight fell on the young 
panther’s healthy fur, turning him into a 
97 Billie believes that she cannot punish the panther 
because panther is one of the animals that almost 
extinct. Her action to not punish the panther shows 
her deep concern about the condition of the 
panther as one rare species in nature.    
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bright golden object. 
“That would be sinful,” she said “There 
are only a few of you left on Earth. And 
you do good work. You keep life 
balanced in the swamp.” She reached out 
and rubbed his twisting ears. “There are 
other fingers to make bowls, but only 
you can make coootchobees.” The 
panther purred, rubbed his head against 
her and stretched out on his side. 
 
 
 
 
 
21.  1. b. Showing Concern to 
the Condition of Nature 
“Good-bye, Coootchobee,” she 
whispered. “Good-bye. Live well and 
long and fill the Everglades with your 
children and your children’s children.” 
She dropped her head, for she loved 
Coootchobee. 
104 Billie shows her care toward the panther as she 
hopes to the well-being of the panther and the 
increasing number of the panther population by 
producing their species in the Everglades forest.  
22.  1. b. Showing Concern to 
the Condition of Nature 
 “And me?” 
“Where do I fit?” She studied her hands 
and feet. “In all places; in the sky, in the 
corner, in the water, in the forest, even in 
space. Human beings fit anywhere. We 
can make ourselves comfortable in ice 
and sun, on the sea and on the land. 
But the birds and spiders and fish and 
otters and panthers can not. So will 
they pass away as we change the 
Earth?”  
106 Billie asks herself whether the animals will 
survive when humans bring changes to the 
environment. It shows that she has deep concern 
about the action of humans which always brings 
impacts to other living beings’ life.   
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23.  1. b. Showing Concern to 
the Condition of Nature 
“And oh, that will be beautiful, Charlie 
Wind. The Earth will not blow up and 
die.” 
151 Billie changes her perceptions that humans do not 
need to move from the Earth because the Earth 
will not destroy if humans struggle to the 
restoration of nature.  
24.  1. b. Showing Concern to 
the Condition of Nature 
“Now I know what the animals are telling 
me,” she said. “The white men have 
sprayed. The white men sprayed 
chemicals to kill the mosquitos before 
they work a place. It is time to leave.” 
69 Billie realizes that many white men come into the 
forest, and spray chemical material to kill the 
mosquito since they are going to work in the 
forest. Her realization can be seen as her concern 
that the presence of white men disturbs the life of 
animals in Everglade forest so the animals need to 
move out from their habitat.  
25.  1. b. Showing Concern to 
the Condition of Nature 
“I hear the turtle speak today,” Billie 
Wind said. 
“The turtle speak?” Oats scratched his 
head. “What did she say?” 
“That we must love the Earth or it will 
look like this.” 
“What else did she say?” 
“That life can be destroyed unless we 
work at saving it.” 
149 In the end of her journey, Billie comes to a new 
insight that human needs to take care the Earth or 
it will be like the damaged place that hit by a 
hurricane. It means she understands that human 
needs to save the nature from its damage.  
26.  1. b. Showing Concern to 
the Condition of Nature 
Fires in the Everglades are necessary. 
Billie Wind knew this. They burned 
seedling trees out of the pa-hay-okee so 
that only grass would grow. They thinned 
out the underbrush on the islands, and 
because the fires were frequent, they 
never became hot enough to burn this 
28 She notices that wildfire is necessary for 
Everglade forest to decrease the population of 
underbrush. So when there is wildfire, the fire is 
not hot enough to burn the tree or the land. 
However, Billie knows that the white men come to 
Everglades, and bring their influences so the 
underbrush grows thick, and leads the wildfire to 
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island trees. Hardwood hammocks like 
the one Billie Wind was on were 
protected by moisture from the plants, 
and they rarely if ever burned. The fires 
were simply not hot enough to penetrate 
them. And this had gone on for twenty 
thousand years. Then the practical white 
man fought and put out the Everglades 
fires. The underbrush grew dense and 
thick. Now, when fires start in the 
glades they burn hot, and they sweep 
through the islands, killing the trees 
and burning down into the rich humus.  
be hot, and kills many trees. This is part of her 
consciousness that the white men bring negative 
changes into the environment.  
27.  1. c. Understanding the 
Interdependence between 
Living Beings and Nature 
Drifting down the river of grass, Billie 
Wind could see the sun and the water and 
soils at work. Flowers bloomed before 
her eyes. Butterflies drank the nectar of 
the flowers and re-winged blackbirds 
ate the butterflies. The snake ate the 
blackbirds and the alligator ate the 
snakes. Charlie Wind was right, all life 
came from the sun and the water and 
the soil and the air. 
18 Billie realizes that the life of living beings deeply 
depends on nature which is sun, water and soil 
that can support the life of the flowers as the 
producer in feeding relationship. It can be said that 
Billie understands that nature supports the life of 
the producer as the beginning in food chain 
process.  
28.  1. c. Understanding the 
Interdependence between 
Living Beings and Nature 
“Come, little friend,” she said. “Come 
here to me. I shall take care of you 
whom the Indians of the north call 
petang.” 
38 Billie offers herself to look after the otter because 
she believes each living being depends on each 
other.  Billie is aware that the form of 
interdependence between human and nonhuman is 
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“We are the only living things in this 
whole charred and black world.” 
Petang’s nostrils flared. He backed up. 
“Did you escape the fire by crawling 
into a pit like me? If so, we are fire 
spirits. We must conceal each other.” 
by helping each other.  
29.  1. c. Understanding the 
Interdependence between 
Living Beings and Nature 
The next day she speared a fish for 
breakfast, cooked a heart of a palm and 
renewed her search for Petang. Had he 
found a home? Had he eaten a poisonous 
snake or toad? What had become of her 
friend? She needed him. She needed to 
cry into his fur and mourn for the 
staircase, the pit, the medicine bundle, 
the last traces of the last Calusa.   
65 Billie notices that she also needs Petang as a 
friend who can receive her sigh which shows that 
human also depends on animals as 
companionship.   
30.  1. c. Understanding the 
Interdependence between 
Living Beings and Nature 
“A baby,” she said. He wrinkled his nose 
and mewed pitifully. Billie Wind ran 
down the plank, waded to the beautiful 
creature and gathered him up in her arms. 
He did not fight or protest. 
“Coootchobee,” she said, snuggling him 
against her chin. “Your Mamau 
Whispering Wind is dead. I will take 
her place.” 
84-85 Billie decides to take a little panther in her 
journey, and becomes the panther substitute 
mother. Billie understands the interdependence 
between humans and nonhuman as a little panther 
need a mother that he can depend on. 
31.  1. c. Understanding the 
Interdependence between 
Living Beings and Nature 
“Well,” she said happily, “I am now the 
mother to an otter and panther. The 
otter is a father to the panther and the 
91 Assuming that the three of them, Billie, Petang, 
and Coootchobee, as a family, Billie knows that 
every member of family depends on each other. 
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panther is a son to the otter and me. 
“Even I believe only a medicine bundle 
could conjure up this family.” She 
hugged the big kitten and kissed Petang. 
“But all living things are a family, and 
one can not live without the other.” 
Moreover, she believes that every living things is 
family since each of them can live because they 
depend on the others.  
32.  1. c. Understanding the 
Interdependence between 
Living Beings and Nature 
Laughing and crying, she buried her nose 
in his fur. 
“I understand what are you saying. I 
am your mother. You and I cannot 
part until you are grown up.” She 
smelled the burned resin in his fur and, 
dipping the corner of her shirt in the 
water, wiped him clean with it. 
“All right,” she said. “We go together.” 
56 Assuming as a mother of an otter, Billie 
understands the interdependence between human 
and nonhuman since she needs to nurture the little 
otter just like a child needs an adult.  
33.  1. c. Understanding the 
Interdependence between 
Living Beings and Nature 
“I had no choice. I was avalanched in, but 
when I saw his face I knew all was going 
to turn out all right. I saved 
Coootchobee’s life. Now he was saved 
mine.” 
146 Billie is aware that human and nature is 
interdependent one another. This is why when 
human needs nature, nature helps human through 
the existence of panther staying in the cavé that 
can be an indicator of safety since a panther will 
find a safety shelter.  
34.  1. c. Understanding the 
Interdependence between 
Living Beings and Nature 
“Like it or not, Mr. Petang,” she said, “we 
are going to save this kitten. And I 
shall tell you why.” 
89 Billie is aware that the interdependence between 
all living beings is by helping one another. She 
helps the panther by helping the panther to find 
food. 
35.  1. c. Understanding the 
Interdependence between 
“And so the Calusa and Seminole Indians 
have always befriended the panther.” 
90 Knowing the kindness of a panther from the story 
of her tribe, Billie needs to return the favour of the 
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Living Beings and Nature Petang dug his nose deeper into his chest. 
“Now it’s my turn to save the panther,” 
she said. “And you little, fisherman, are 
going to help me.” She lifted him out of 
the crate and held him her cheek. “I 
hope.” 
panther by saving the little panther. By helping the 
panther, Billie knows that a little panther depends 
his life on her. 
36.  1. c. Understanding the 
Interdependence between 
Living Beings and Nature 
“We are locked in here, Petang. Tell 
me what to do. You know the ways of 
the water. When we were starving in 
the cave you found the underground 
stream and fish for us to eat. Now give 
me a clue as to how to get out of here.” 
93 Billie deepens on Petang’s deed that can give her a 
clue to find a way out. This is the manifestation of 
her understanding that there is dependency of 
human on animals 
37.  1. d. Knowing the Way 
Nature Speaks 
“I think you have something to say to 
me,” she said. “All the other animals 
have, but since you are mute and 
expressionless I guess it will take you a 
long time to say it. Come along. You 
can ride with us until I can hear you.” 
110 Billie admits that animals have the ability to speak 
through their own ways. Since the turtle is mute, 
Billie needs to understand how the turtle speaks 
by taking the animal to her journey.   
38.  1. d. Knowing the Way 
Nature Speaks 
“I don’t want to be found  now,” she said. 
“I’ve gone too far and am too close to the 
answer I seek.” 
“The animals talk. That I do know. 
What I don’t know is what they are 
saying… all of them together, I mean. 
They are crying something, and I can  
not make it out.” 
“The turtle mute knows. But I cannot 
112 Billie admits that animals have the ability to speak 
through their own ways. She knows that the ways 
animals speak have a meaning that needs to be 
interpreted. 
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hear her. Not because she is mute. That 
does not matter. Bird talks with their 
flights, Petang talks with his deeds and 
so the turtle will talk to me somehow. 
“And when I hear what she has to say, it 
will be time for me to go home.” 
39.  1. d. Knowing the Way 
Nature Speaks 
“Oats” 
“What?” 
“Do you think the animal gods talk?” 
“No” 
“I do” 
“That’s silly. That’s just old legends.” 
“Coootchobee spoke to you.” 
“Coootchobee spoke to me?” 
“He said as plain as he could; “The 
storm is not over.” 
Oats thought about that. “That’s true. He 
didn’t go out. And that sort of said, 
‘Why get up when there’s more to 
come?’ 
147 The behaviour of the panther leads Billie to realize 
that an animal behaviour can indicate a certain 
phenomenon. In this case, the way of the panther 
stays in the cave gives Oats and Billie an 
information that the storm is not over yet since the 
panther can sense the pressure of the air. Both 
Billie and Oats realize that the way of the animal 
speaks is through showing them about their 
behaviour.  
40.  1. d. Knowing the Way 
Nature Speaks 
“I hear what you are saying, Burden. 
At least, I hear your massage. It’s the 
Earth that matters. Not the stars or the 
comets, but the plain old Earth. And 
you are right. It’s all we’ve got. Dig it 
lovely.” 
148 Seeing the turtle digging the soil, Billie realizes 
that animals speak through their behaviour that 
leads her to understand how precious the Earth is 
since digging signifies looking for protection.   
41.  1. d. Knowing the Way “Thank you ibis,” Billie Wind said. “You 57 Billie knows that the flying bird heads to a safe 
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Nature Speaks have told me what I want to know. The 
grass is green where you are or you 
would not have come down. There are 
pools and insects and fish here. The fire 
did not reach Panther Paw.” 
place because the bird knows where a place that is 
fertile. The movement of the bird leads Billie to 
realize that it is the way the bird tells Billie about 
where the safe place.  
42.  1. d. Knowing the Way 
Nature Speaks 
A bobcat caterwauled from far, far away. 
A fox yipped. Billie Wind lifted the mats 
and sat up. 
“I hear you animals.” She said. “You talk 
very well. It’s just me that I don’t 
understand you. But I know you are 
telling me something important. 
Something very, very important.” She 
found her star in the doomed sky. “I will 
listen until I know what it is.” 
“I resolve here and now not to leave the 
beautiful pa-hay-okee until I can tell 
Charlie Wind what you are saying.” 
73 Although Billie does not understand what the 
animals say, she admits that animals have the 
ability to speak through their howling. She 
believes that the howling indicates something 
important.  
43.  1. d. Knowing the Way 
Nature Speaks 
“Now I know what the animals are 
telling me,” she said. “The white men 
have sprayed. The white men sprayed 
chemicals to kill the mosquitos before 
they work a place. It is time to leave.” 
69 The movement of the animals shows Billie that 
the white people come and spread chemical 
material. This is the way nature speaks through the 
animal movement.  
44.  1. d. Knowing the Way 
Nature Speaks 
“The fire must be out,” she said to 
Petang. “The wood storks are crossing 
over the island again.” Petang was asleep, 
his paws folded on his chest.  
50 Billie is aware that the movement of wood storks 
indicates the wildfire is off. She knows that the 
way nature speaks is by showing the movement of 
the bird as the indication that the threat of wildfire 
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“Is that what you are saying?” she 
asked the birds. Hardly has she spoken 
than a white heron alighted on the black 
limb of the dead oak above.   
is gone.   
45.  1. d. Knowing the Way 
Nature Speaks 
“So that is what the hawk s saying,” she 
said upon seeing the snake. “He is saying 
that life is returning to the island; that 
the fires are out and that he is hunting 
here again.” 
54 The movement of the bird leads Billie to conclude 
that the wildfire is off. Therefore, all the animals 
back to their activities. Billie notices that the way 
nature speaks is by showing the flying bird.  
46.  1. d. Knowing the Way 
Nature Speaks 
“The ant lions tell me something,” she 
said. “They build pits in dry places; so 
this cave is dry. That’s good” 
26 Billie understands that speaking means showing 
which lead her to notice that the ant lions become 
an indicator of a dry place.  
47.  1. d. Knowing the Way 
Nature Speaks 
“Well,” said Billie Wind, “that is talking 
if I ever heard it. You have just told me 
how to launch my boat. I, too, will dig a 
canal and float the dugout into the pa-
hay-okee. By golly, Charlie Wind, the 
animal gods really do talk.” 
67 Billie realizes that animals talks through their 
behaviour. The otter gives Billie an inspiration 
how to float her boat from the way of the otter 
drags his prey.  
48.  1. d. Knowing the Way 
Nature Speaks 
“Petang,” she exclaimed. “You did 
answer me. You talked to your 
splashes. They are salty. We have 
reached brackish water. The sea is not 
far.” 
108 Petang’s deed leads Billie to realize that animals 
can speak through their behaviour.  
49.  1. d. Knowing the Way 
Nature Speaks 
“Petang, you have told me how the fish 
got into the pit. When the glades dry up, 
the fish are not dead as we’ve always 
assumed; They are down in the 
47 Billie realizes that animals speak through their 
deed. She knows that Petang tells Billie how the 
fish comes in the pit by showing her the 
undergone pools.    
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underground pools and rivers waiting for 
the rains to return and fill the pa-hay-okee 
so they can come back to the saw grass. 
50.  1. d. Knowing the Way 
Nature Speaks 
 “They do sound like people,” she mused 
to herself. “I guess that’s what Charlie 
Wind means when he says that the animal 
gods talk.” 
“But that isn’t talk; not really.” 
Git! Git! Git! 
“Or is it? Is that crazy anhinga, that 
snake-necked water, telling me to get 
out of here?” she walked slowly.  
“There is something strange here. The 
air? The silence? The deadly smell?” 
24  Billie begins to understand that nature has ability 
to speak by showing the movements and signs of 
the animals as an indicator that there will be 
something happen.  
 
Table 2. The Data Sheet for the Second Objective: The Ways of The Ecological Consciousness Portrayed in The Talking Earth 
No. Category Quotation Page Explanation 
1.  2. a. 1). Character: by 
action 
But this little animal did not move. He 
huddled in the darkness. He was badly 
frightened. After a long wait Billie Wind 
tiptoed down the steps and brought back 
the last piece of venison, which she 
chewed to soften. The petang twilled his 
whiskers and sniffed the food. 
38 Billie’s action shows herself as a nurturer. This is 
part of her consciousness that beside human 
depends on nature, nature also depends on human. 
Billie acts as a nurturer for providing food for 
Petang by chewing the meat; therefore, the little 
otter can eat the soft meat.   
2.  2. a. 1). Character: by Talking softly to this beautiful friend, she 39 Assuming herself as a mother of the little otter, 
 128 
 
No. Category Quotation Page Explanation 
action slipped one hand under him and against 
her body, stroking his head and body as 
do mother otters to encourage their little 
ones to eat. 
Billie notices that an animal depends on human 
from the way a human become a nurturer for the 
otter. Her action shows a mother who encourages 
her little child to eat. 
3.  2. a. 1). Character: by 
action 
“Petang,” she announced when the fish was 
tender. “Dinner is served. And you are 
going to have nice soft fish to suckle.”  
43 Billie’s action to provide dinner for Petang shows 
the readers that providing food is the way humans 
act as a nurturer toward the animal. 
4.  2. a. 1). Character: by 
action 
Billie Wind held out a warm bite and 
watched him eat it with gusto and 
pleasure. 
43 Sharing food for Petang, Billie acts as a nurturer 
that depicts the dependency of nature to humans 
5.  2. a. 1). Character: by 
action 
He pawed the mosquitoes that were digging 
into the furless skin around his nose and 
eyes, so Billie Wind smeared his face with 
oil, too. He sneezed and pulled away. 
“You’ll get used to it,” she said.    
59 Billie tries to smear Petang’s face with the fish oil 
to get rid the mosquitoes. From Billie’s action, the 
readers know that as a nurturer Billie protects the 
little otter from the bite of the mosquitoes.  
6.  2. a. 1). Character: by 
action 
Billie Wind carried him back to the 
houseboat stroking his head as his mother 
would have done, mewing to him and 
talking to him in housecat sounds, for 
that was the only cat language she knew. 
Sitting on the floor in the shade of her 
palm roof she rocked the big kitten 
tenderly. His ears twitched, his eyes rolled 
and then he begun to purr. He purred louder 
and louder, his whole body vibrating with 
the solo; then he signed and fell asleep.  
85 Billie also acts as a caretaker for a little panther. 
When she finds the panther, she decides to bring the 
panther in her journey. The readers can see that 
Billie acts as a mother for the little panther. She acts 
like a mother who tries to look after her child by 
stroking his head, mewing to him, and rocking him. 
7.  2. a. 1). Character: by Later in the morning she speared a rabit 90 Billie hunts a rabbit, and arranges a bed for the little 
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action for Coootchobee. His hunger satisfied, she 
laid sabal leaves on the floor and wove 
them into a bed for the panther.  
panther since she knows that she is a caretaker of 
the animal. Billie’s action leads the readers to 
understand that animals also depend on human as 
well by becoming a nurturer for the animal.   
8.  2. a. 1). Character: by 
action 
That night she made a fish stew with 
vegetables and served it to her 
companions and herself. 
96 Billie sustains both Petang and Coootchobee food 
as her action to be a nurturer. 
9.  2. a. 2). Character: by 
speech 
“How,” she said to Petang, “how do I catch 
him? Even so small a bite will keep you 
and me alive for another day. And 
tomorrow it might rain again and we can 
leave.” She looked at the remains of the 
venison. “Half a meal for each of us. I’d 
better catch that frog.” 
40 Billie’s speech can be implied that the 
interdependence between humans and animals is 
from Billie’s need to catch a frog for her and 
Petang’s survival. Moreover, the readers can 
understand that an animal also depends on human 
as Billie tries to share the meat half for each other. 
 
10.  2. a. 2). Character: by 
speech 
“Here,” she said, cutting off a large chunk of 
the tail. “You must learn to eat, not 
suckle.” 
42 Billie’s speech gives the readers a portrayal that as 
a nurturer, Billie teaches the little otter to eat 
properly by giving a large chunk.   
11.  2. a. 2). Character: by 
speech 
“I get it. I get it,” she said. “You want me 
to swim too, and I guess I’ll have to. After 
all, I am you mother,” 
46 Realizing a little animal need a human to be a 
nurturer, Billie’s speech shows the readers that she 
is the mother of the little otter.    
12.  2. a. 2). Character: by 
speech 
“Petang, you have told me how the fish 
got into the pit. When the glades dry up, 
the fish are not dead as we’ve always 
assumed; They are down in the 
underground pools and rivers waiting for 
the rains to return and fill the pa-hay-
okee so they can come back to the saw 
47 Billie’s speech gives the readers information that 
animals can speak from their behaviour. She knows 
that Petang shows Billie where the fishes come 
from by asking her to swim together with her.  
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grass. 
13.  2. a. 2). Character: by 
speech 
“Everything is all right,” she said to Petang 
with a lilt in her voice. “Even the burned 
island. It’s dark pupa now, but it will 
burst into a beautiful butterfly in the 
sunlight and rain.” 
55 Billie’s speech shows the readers about her concern 
to the environment. She is care to the environment 
which can be seen from her comment to the 
condition of the island after wildfire happens. She 
believes that the island will be back to be all right, 
and becomes beautiful like a butterfly because the 
sunlight and rain help to resort the damaged of the 
land.     
14.  2. a. 2). Character: by 
speech 
A bobcat caterwauled from far, far away. A 
fox yipped. Billie Wind lifted the mats and 
sat up. 
“I hear you animals.” She said. “You talk 
very well. It’s just me that I don’t 
understand you. But I know you are 
telling me something important. 
Something very, very important.” She 
found her star in the doomed sky. “I will 
listen until I know what it is.” 
“I resolve here and now not to leave the 
beautiful pa-hay-okee until I can tell Charlie 
Wind what you are saying.” 
73 From her speech, Billie admits that animals are able 
to speak through their own way. She knows that the 
sounds of a bobcat and a fox are the way animals 
communicate one another. She begins to realize that 
the sounds of the animals bring an important 
message that humans need to understand.   
15.  2. a. 2). Character: by 
speech 
“I can hear what these animals are 
saying, Petang,” she said to the otter, who 
shifted against her foot. “They are saying: 
All’s well. You and the little otter are safe 
here with us.” 
75 Through Billie’s speech, the readers can understand 
that the way of animals speak is by making any 
sounds to communicate. Billie even interprets the 
sound of the animals as a sign of safety.  
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16.  2. a. 2). Character: by 
speech 
 “Petang,” she said softly to the otter, who 
was still in the crate. “The coootchobee is 
dead, I cry for her.” 
Yatter, reee, reee. Billie Wind dove into the 
crate with Petang, and for ours they listened 
to the ghoulish cry of the she-panther’s 
mate, calling from the back shadows of the 
swamp. 
“He is so sad,” Billie Wind said to Petang 
as they ate their lunch. “I think he knows 
his mate is dead. But how?” The mystery 
of animal communication filled her with 
respect. That night she slept restlessly, 
awakening at the cry and whishing she could 
help the heartbroken animal. 
83 Billie’s statement leads the readers to know that 
Billie has a high concern to the condition of the 
panther. She feels sad to the death of the panther.  
17.  2. a. 2). Character: by 
speech 
“Petang,” Billie Wind whispered. “How will 
I get enough food for this huge baby? The 
deer are too big for my spear. The fox 
squirrels climb to fast. The opossums 
hang on twigs too slender to climb. The 
armadillos dash into the ground. The 
bears are too big and the raccoons  clever 
to catch.” She thought a moment. “And if 
that isn’t bad enough, the swamp rabbits 
jump into the water and swim away.”  
85 Billie’s speech shows that she acts as a nurturer for 
the little panther. She needs to provide food for the 
panther yet she faces difficulties to search the food. 
Her confusion, through her saying, reflects her 
sense of interdependence between humans and 
nature. The readers can see that living things need 
other living things to be food.  
18.  2. a. 2). Character: by 
speech 
Petang sighed with relief, for he did not. 
Billie Wind laughed, put down her pole and 
104 Billie’s statement shows her affection to the little 
otter since she assumes herself as the otter’s 
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gathered him into her arms. “You have 
always been my first love,” she said.  
mother. 
19.  2. a. 2). Character: by 
speech 
“They’re gone,” she said. “How can they 
fish in the forest? Why they left the 
water?” she turned slowly, studying the 
softly swaying trees, the dipping blades of 
grass. 
“The sparrow is gone.” 
Plunk, plunk, plunk. The turtle was talking 
as she walked up the ramp. Burden reached 
the edge of the houseboat and stretched her 
neck put until almost all the wrinkles were 
gone, then she dug with one foot and 
stopped. Plunk. 
“I’m listening,” said Billie Wind. “I’m 
listening.” 
Plunk.  
124 Billie’s speech shows the readers that animals can 
speak from movement and sign. Listening to their 
speaking is by giving full attention to their 
movement and sign.  
20.  2. a. 2). Character: by 
speech 
Coootchobee lifted his head as they came 
sprawling in. 
“Why didn’t you get up to see the sun?” 
Billie Wind asked him. “Did you know 
the storm was not over? I think you did. I 
think the pressure of the air tells you.” 
147 Billie’s speech shows the readers that actually 
animals have ability to speak by showing their 
behaviour. Coootchobee’s behaviour leads Billie to 
understand that his behaviour indicates that the 
storm is not over since the panther has the ability to 
sense the pressure of the air.    
21.  2. a. 2). Character: by 
speech 
“They say there is no other planet in all 
the universe with turtles and panthers 
and saw grass upon it. There are no space 
men, no Martians, no people of the 
150 Interpreting the behaviour of the animals, Billie’s 
speech tells the readers that the animals show Billie 
about how precious the Earth is. Billie draws her 
conclusion that there are no other planets in the 
 133 
 
No. Category Quotation Page Explanation 
constellation. Just us.” universe that have similar animals and natural 
places which can replace the Earth as a home 
planet. 
22.  2. a. 2). Character: by 
speech 
“The animals say that we are the only planet 
with life?” 
“Yes, we are alone in the universe.” 
“In the universe? But there must be another 
Earth somewhere. The odds are..” 
“Are what?” 
“That there is another planet like ours.” 
“Have you ever seen two leaves alive, two 
flowers, two fish, two panthers, tow 
turtles… two pay-hay-okee?” 
Oats shook his head. 
“Two yous? Two mes?” 
151 Billie’s speech shows the readers that she convinces 
Oats about the existence of any living beings in 
other planets. She believes that there are no other 
planets that can be an Earth-like planet because they 
do not have similar living beings and natural places 
like in the Earth.    
23.  2. a. 2). Character: by 
speech 
“You are quite a playmate,” she said, 
picking him up and hugging him. “It’s very 
nice down here with you as a friend.” 
48 Billie sees Petang as her companion. The readers 
can understand that through Billie’s speech humans 
and nature have the same position. Even animals 
can be a friend of human. 
24.  2. a. 3). Character: by 
the author’s comment 
“A petang, a petang,” she cried joyfully. 
“Little otter, what are you doing here?” 
Holding out her hand she waited for him 
to smell her odor of friendship and come 
to her. Last year a black bear on Panther 
Paw has smelled her affection and had 
walked almost up to her before turning 
away.  
37-38 George as the author gives her comment on Billie’s 
action as someone who is care about animals so 
much that she always wants to be friend with many 
of them. 
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25.  2. a. 3). Character: by 
the author’s comment 
Petang devoured most of the venison by 
simply sucking it down. When he was 
satisfied, he snugged against her and 
instantly feel asleep. She was happy to see 
him relax. For it meant that he trusted 
her. Gingerly tiptoeing, so as not to awaken 
him, she carried the little otter to the cave 
and sat down. She wondered what to do 
next. She must hunt, and yet she did not 
want to put him down for fear he would run 
away.   
39 From George’s statement, the readers are shown 
how Billie as a nurturer tries to get along with the 
otter.  Billie feels happy that the otter can relax in 
her lap which means the otter trusts her as her 
nurturer. 
26.  2. a. 3). Character: by 
the author’s comment 
Petang was close at her heels. What a 
mother otter does, a little otter does. Her 
next movements baffled him, however. 
43 The author’s comment shows the readers that Billie 
is the mother of the otter since the otter follows 
wherever she goes like a child follows his mother. 
27.  2. a. 3). Character: by 
the author’s comment 
Excited to see his mother on her belly, 
Petang run up her back to her shoulders. 
Then he looked down to the water. Although 
he had seen the water before, this time he 
really saw it. He leaned over and sniffed,  
then reached out and tapped it with his paw. 
45 What George calls Billie shows the readers that 
Billie is a nurturer of the otter who acts as a 
substituent mother. 
 
  
28.  2. a. 3). Character: by 
the author’s comment 
Billie Wind stepped into the sunlight. She 
gasped. The island was completely 
destroyed. Rocks, ashes and blackened coals 
lay everywhere. The trees looked like dead 
men standing in their graves, arms reaching 
towards the Great Spirit. They saddened 
her.  
55 George reveals Billie’s inner feeling about the 
condition of the island in the aftermath of the 
wildfire. George’s depiction shows the readers that 
she feels sad to the destroyed island. 
    
 135 
 
No. Category Quotation Page Explanation 
A cry sorrow for the trees and orchids 
and ferns came from deep within her as 
she stood in the cinders of the once 
beautiful island.  
29.  2. a. 3). Character: by 
the author’s comment 
Climbing aboard she saw that Coootchobee 
was still asleep, but that Petang was gone. 
She hoped he had not deserted her 
because she had adopted the panther. She 
placed the food beside the big kitten and sat 
down to her weaving.  
86 The author’s statement portrays Billie’s true feeling 
toward the otter. Acting as a mother for the otter 
and the panther, Billie is worry that Petang will 
leave her because she also becomes a nurturer for 
the panther.   
30.  2. a. 3). Character: by 
the author’s comment 
She dozed off again, dreaming not of the 
galaxies and her distance star, but of 
grass blades and otters and pure clean 
water. 
148 Billie realizes how precious the Earth is for all 
living beings as the Earth is a giant shelter which 
provides many basic needs for its dwellers. The 
readers can know the information from the way 
George shows them inside Billie’s dream.   
31.  2. b. 1). Setting as 
Symbol 
 
“I think,” she said with dignity, “that I 
should into the pay-hay-okee, the 
Everglades, where these spirits dwell, and 
stay until I hear the animal talk, see the 
serpent and meet the little people who live 
underground.” 
3 The setting of Everglades forest symbolizes a home 
for living and supernatural beings as its dwellers.  
32.  2. b. 1). Setting as 
Symbol 
When Iron Wind worked at night Billie 
would wait for him outside the Space Life 
Lab, starting up at the stars and 
wondering which one had a sapphire-blue 
planet with an Everglades and a girl like 
herself looking out toward her. 
20 Billie believes that human needs to find another 
Earth-like planet which has the same living beings 
and natural places of the Earth. The existence of a 
forest in a new planet symbolizes a new home for 
human that can be dwelled.   
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33.  2. b. 1). Setting as 
Symbol 
“Go, little spirit,” she said. “You can live 
here. This is your home. The snacks are 
back and the frogs are piping.” She pushed 
his haunches with the palm of her hand to 
give him a start. 
56 Billie lets the otter goes to find his home. It means 
the forest symbolizes a home for many animals in 
there. 
34.  2. b. 1). Setting as 
Symbol 
 “Who is out there?” she asked. “Who are 
the people of the stars; and do they war and 
fight other people of the stars like the 
movies say they do? Do they have 
alligators and panthers? Do they have 
swamps and tree islands? Do they have 
beautiful birds?” 
A Florida yellow bats out of the forest and 
tumbled in front of the stars.  
“Can you answer that, bat? Or this? Can you 
answer this? Do the planets that spin 
around the distant suns have yellows bats 
like you? And finally, are there living 
things out there? I wonder.” 
97-98 Billie wonders about the existence of new planet for 
human to be their new home. She knows that 
Everglades forest is the place of many living beings 
that have significant roles for them. Moreover, she 
also knows that the forest has natural places that 
can be a home for many living beings. Her wonder 
shows the readers that Everglades forest represents 
a home for many living beings because the forest is 
the place where diversity of animals and natural 
places exist.   
35.  2. b. 1). Setting as 
Symbol 
“I hear what you are saying, Burden. At 
least, I hear your massage. It’s the Earth 
that matters. Not the stars or the comets, 
but the plain old Earth. And you are 
right. It’s all we’ve got. Dig it lovely.” 
She dozed off again, dreaming not of the 
galaxies and her distant stars, but of grass 
blades and otters and pure clear water. 
148 Looking Burden keeps digging the soil leads Billie 
to realize that Earth is the home for many living 
beings since they can find a shelter to protect 
themselves from many threats. It means the forest 
represents a home for its dweller to be their shelter.  
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36.  2. b. 1). Setting as 
Symbol 
“They say there is no other planet in all 
the universe with turtles and panthers 
and saw grass upon it. There are no 
spacemen, no Martians, no people of the 
constellation. Just us.” 
150 The existence of animals and natural places in 
Everglades forest leads Billie to come a new 
understanding that there is no other planet that can 
replace the Earth as the home planet. The forest 
represents the Earth as a home planet. 
37.  2. c. 1). Omniscient 
Point of View 
She returned to her possessions and, slinging 
the pouch over her shoulder, hurried toward 
the pit. A deer, ears back, eyes wide with 
fright, bolted across the mound and ran 
full speed for the far side of the island 
where her dugout was beached. 
“What’s the matter with you?” she called to 
the deer.  
“It is the storm that bad?” The deer was 
silent. “Please talk,” she called facetiously. 
A march rabbit bounded over the ferns, 
running full out for the far side of the 
island. He zigged and zagged as rabbits 
do to confuse an enemy. 
The barred owl took off toward the east, 
and overhead, a flock of wood stroks 
frantically winged in the same direction. 
They squawked as they kept in touch with 
each other.  
“What’s going on?” she called to them. “Let 
Charlie Wind be right. Speak. Tell me why 
all the animals are frightened.”   
26-27 The readers can understand that the way nature 
talks is through animal movements as an indicator 
of an upcoming natural disaster which is described 
from the author’s point of view.   
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38.  2. c. 1). Omniscient 
Point of View 
Billie Wind and Petang lived on the fish 
the otter caught in the underground river, 
and she watched the sky and waited. Every 
morning she climbed the steps to look across 
the forest floor, and with each trip she was 
cheered become cooler and cooler.  
49 The author’s narration shows the interdependence 
between human and animals. It can be seen from 
the way Billie needs Petang to catch food, and both 
Petang and Billie need fishes to be their food.  
39.  2. c. 1). Omniscient 
Point of View 
She splashed out of the water onto the 
cypress island to discover a grove of young 
sabal palms not far from the shore. They 
were the source of one of her favourite 
dishes, hearts of palm. She took out her 
machete, whacked down a small tree and 
cut the sweet white core out of the top of 
the trunk. She was pleased to see such an 
abundant cop. She pushed on. In a grassy 
meadow near the edge of the island 
languished the top-heavy fans of the saw 
palmetto. Each plant bore berries, and she 
was grateful for that, too. She ate 
handfuls as she passed among their shiny 
leaves searching for a place to hang the 
large part of her hammock that was not 
her net.   
60 As a narrator of the story, the author describes the 
essence of nature to the readers. From her narration, 
it can be understood that nature provides basic 
needs for humans from the sabal palms and berries 
fruit since the fruits become sustenance for Billie.   
40.  2. c. 1). Omniscient 
Point of View 
On her way back to camp she came upon 
a coconut palm and patted it 
affectionately. This tree was all things to 
the Indians; it was food, shelter, clothing, 
63 The portrayal of the essence of nature can be seen 
from the author’s point of view. She narrates that a 
coconut palm gives life necessity for humans in the 
forms of sustenance, life utilities, and protection.  
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rope, fish netting, shade. The Indians 
planted them all over the glades. 
41.  2. c. 1). Omniscient 
Point of View 
A snake in the tree? She peered up. A 
racoon was descending headfirst, a baby 
in her mouth. The little one was curled 
like a bean. The mother reached the 
ground, walked into the underbrush and 
after a long time climbed back up and 
came down with another kit 
“Why are you moving your babies?” 
Billie Wind asked. “Where are you 
moving your take taking them? I don’t 
like the wild things to move. They only 
move when something terrible is about to 
happen- like fire” 
68 Omniscient point of view portrays the readers about 
animal movements. The animal movements lead the 
main character, Billie, to realize that their 
movements are the ways they tell her that 
something will happen. In this story, their 
movements indicate an upcoming natural disaster.   
42.  2. c. 1). Omniscient 
Point of View 
When she awakened in the morning she 
was disturbed to see that the vultures who 
were her morning companions were not 
in their roots.  
“I don’t like this at all,” she said, swinging 
down to the ground on her rope. She ate a 
hasty breakfast of coconut rind and boiled 
conte fern foots before noticing the the 
mosquitos were not swarming. She shook 
the leaves of a palmetto. No cricket or 
grasshoppers leaped into the air.  
“Now I know what the animals are telling 
69 From the author’s point of view, the readers can 
understand that animal movements can be the way 
of nature tells human about an upcoming 
phenomenon. Animal movements lead Billie to 
realize that the existence of white people disturb the 
habitat of the animals because white people spray 
chemicals to kill the mosquito.    
 140 
 
No. Category Quotation Page Explanation 
me,” she said. “The white men have 
sprayed. The white men sprayed chemicals 
to kill the mosquitos before they work a 
place. It is time to leave.” 
43.  2. c. 1). Omniscient 
Point of View 
After three or four days the food and 
loving care assure Coootchobee that Billie 
Wind was a friend, and he relaxed and 
began to romp. One afternoon Petang 
brought a bass from the water and 
dropped it on the floor near Cootchobee 
who sniffed, bit it and found the taste was 
good. 
92 From this narration, the author shows the readers 
about humans and nature interdependence. It shows 
that both Billie and Petang help each other to 
provide food for the little panther.  
44.  2. c. 1). Omniscient 
Point of View 
She eased into the water without making a 
ripple, went under and paddled toward the 
gentle mammal of the warm coastal waters 
of North and South America. These 
peaceable sirens once lived in great 
numbers, feeding on the weeds in rivers 
and estuaries, but rapidly died out with 
the coming of the motorboat. High-speed 
propellers slashed and wounded the 
sirens until only a rare few exist. 
122 The author through her narration gives the readers 
additional information about endanger animal as her 
concern to the condition of manatee. She narrates 
that once manatees have great number for its 
population, yet after the coming of the motorboat 
their population become decreasing because the 
propellers of the motorboat kill many manatees. 
45.  2. c. 1). Omniscient 
Point of View 
She awoke under an arch of red mangroves. 
The sun lit the water, sending ripple of light 
running on the underside of the dark oval 
leaves. She sat up. Several egrets and herons 
stalked the shallows under the root arches. 
113 The author point of view shows the readers to the 
essence of nature that provides a habitant for its 
dwellers. She narrates that the mangrove swamps 
are nurseries which mean a place of sea creatures to 
live.      
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Shrimps larvae darted in jerks and spurts 
through the water. Beady-eyed fish swam 
by. The mangrove swamps are nurseries 
for many of the sea creatures, and they 
darkened the water with their whirling 
masses. 
46.  2. c. 1). Omniscient 
Point of View 
They would dance on the celebration of all 
the forces that had made the harvest a 
success: the sun, the rain, the darkness of 
night and all the animals that they had 
seen during the good season. 
9 George as the author of the novel shows the readers 
to the essence of the nature. Seminole tribe 
celebration signifies the way they feel grateful 
because every element of nature such as the sun, the 
rain, and the animals give its contribution to the 
successful harvest.  
47.  2. c. 1). Omniscient 
Point of View 
Here they had lived well on the abundant 
game, fruits and succulent plants. Isolated 
in the wilderness they had become proud 
and independent and has established 
governments to help them live in balance 
with the land. 
12 The author’s narration shows the readers that 
Everglade forest provides life necessity for ancient 
people. It means the author shows the essence of 
nature toward humans’ life. 
48.  2. d. 1). Theme: 
Explicit 
“We are a tribe of Seminole Indians,” he 
said in a solemn voice. “We believed that 
each person is part of the Great spirit 
who is the wind and the rain and the sun 
and the Earth, and the air above the 
Earth. Therefore we can not order or 
command anyone.” He paused. “But we do 
agree that you should be punished for being 
a doubter.” 
3 Charlie believes that every person is connected to 
nature since they are part of nature. Moreover, he 
sees that because of this connection, human has no 
right to command other beings. Charlie’s statement 
explicitly gives the readers a significant insight that 
there must be equality between human and nature.  
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49.  2. d. 1). Theme: 
Explicit 
“Come, little friend,” she said. “Come here 
to me. I shall take care of you whom the 
Indians of the north call petang.” 
“We are the only living things in this whole 
charred and black world.” 
Petang’s nostrils flared. He backed up. 
“Did you escape the fire by crawling into a 
pit like me? If so, we are fire spirits. We 
must conceal each other.” 
38 Billie understands that every living being needs to 
help each other. She shows a significant insight 
about the interdependence between human and 
animals that they need to help each other as the 
same living beings.  
50.  2. d. 1). Theme: 
Explicit 
Alligators stoically watched her pass, their 
eyes like jewels set in knotty sockets. To 
Billie Wind they were no longer frightening. 
The gators were members of the swamps 
community with rights like hers and 
Petang’s to live and eat and die. 
75 The author’s narration gives clear statement that 
every living being has rights to live including the 
gators as predator. As one member of swamp 
community, the gators also have rights to have a 
good life like Billie and Petang. This is how the 
author delivers her message about equality between 
human and nonhuman beings. 
51.  2. d. 1). Theme: 
Explicit 
That evening she tied up beside an island 
and climbed up a small hill to sleep above 
the mosquitoes. A family of armadillos 
rooted noisily in the leaves, and two 
raccoons fought over a fish in a pool. But 
she did not mind the noises. The swamp 
was an enormous shelter, and Billie Wind 
felt safe.  
77 From the author’s narration, she states explicitly a 
significant insight that nature from its swamp 
becomes a shelter for many living beings that gives 
them places to live and grow. Moreover, from the 
shelter, nature provides protection for its dwellers.  
52.  2. d. 1). Theme: 
Explicit 
“Well,” she said happily, “I am now the 
mother to an otter and panther. The otter is a 
father to the panther and the panther is a son 
91 Billie’s speech shows the readers a clear message as 
a significant truth about the interdependence of all 
living beings. Humans and nature are family since 
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to the otter and me. 
“Even I believe only a medicine bundle 
could conjure up this family.” She hugged 
the big kitten and kissed Petang. “But all 
living things are a family, and one can not 
live without the other.” 
they need each other. It means that both of the 
parties have a strong connection to be interrelated.   
53.  2. d. 1). Theme: 
Explicit 
“We all fit together,” she mused. “The 
kingbirds in the sky, the spiders in the 
corner, the otters in the water and the 
panther in the night forest.” 
“And me?” 
“Where do I fit?” She studied her hands and 
feet. “In all places; in the sky, in the corner, 
in the water, in the forest, even in space. 
Human beings fit anywhere. We can make 
ourselves comfortable in ice and sun, on the 
sea and on the land. But the birds and 
spiders and fish and otters and panthers can 
not. So will they pass away as we change the 
Earth?” She watched a dragonfly come 
aboard to rest and scan the sky for 
mosquitoes. An egret alighted on the roof 
and preened his features for flight. A frog 
jumped aboard. 
And each found its sport in accordance 
with its need. 
106 The bolded sentences give the readers an explicit 
message about a harmonious life that living beings 
have their own places based on their needs.     
54.  2. d. 1). Theme: “The turtle mute knows. But I cannot hear 112 The bolded description shows the readers a 
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Explicit her. Not because she is mute. That does 
not matter. Bird talks with their flights, 
Petang talks with his deeds and so the 
turtle will talk to me somehow.” 
significant insight that animals actually have an 
ability to talk. The way they talk can be seen from 
their signs and movements that show their intention.    
55.  2. d. 1). Theme: 
Explicit 
“I hear the turtle speak today,” Billie Wind 
said. 
“The turtle speak?” Oats scratched his head. 
“What did she say?” 
“That we must love the Earth or it will 
look like this.” 
“What else did she say?” 
“That life can be destroyed unless we 
work at saving it.” 
149 Billie’s speech gives the readers a significant 
insight about how humans need to save the 
environment. Humans need to do real actions as 
their effort to save the environment or the 
environment will be damaged.  
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